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It will be seen that Mr. Calhoun’s resolu- 


tions were laid on the table on Friday last, on 
motion of Mr. Niles, by-a vote of 23 ayes to 21 
nays. As stated elsewhere, we will publish the 
entire debate on these resolutions, with the yeas 
and nays upon all the questions decided, as soon 
as we relieve our files of the current articles 
which claim an immediate insertion. 





IMPORTANT FROM Fiortpa. From the Mobile 
Mercantile Advertiser, Jan. 8. We learn by the 
steamboat Caroline, captain Jeffrey, from New 
York, via Tampa Bay, that a severe engagement 
took place on the 25th December, at Kissimmee, on 
the edge of the Everglades, about seventy or eigh- 
ty miles from Tampa Bay, between the United 
States forces under col. Taylor, consisting of the 
first regiment infantry, the fourth regiment under 
coi. Foster, the sixth under col. Thompson, and the 
Missouri volunteers under general Gentry, and a 
large party of the Indians. The action was most 
furiously contested for an hour, when the Indians 
gave way and fled. 

We learn with the greatest pain that this was 
one of the most disastrous battles that has yet been 
fought in Florida. It is said that general Gentry, 
of the Missouri volunteers, lieut. colonel Thomp- 
son, lieutenant Brooks, lieutenant Center, captain 
Van Swearingen, three commissioned officers of 
the Missouri volunteers, names not recollected, 
and sergeant major Slaback, are among the killed! 
The whole of «Company K,” of the sixth infantry, 
are said to have been killed, except some seven or 
eight—making a total of eight officers killed, and 
one hundred and forty rank and file killed and 
wounded. Of the Indians only eight were found 
dead on the field, though it is said some forty or 
fifty bodies had been dragged off. The troops suc- 
ceeded in bringing away sixty ponies. 

We understand that the troops had been in pur- 
suit of the Indians, and when they came up to the 
spot where they were concealed behind bushes and 


in the tops of trees, they were received by a volley | 


from the savages, each shot killing or wounding its | 
man. Col. Thompson fell at the first fire, as did 
most of those who were slain. It is said that the 
Indians fought so desperately, that it was doubtful 
at one period of the engagement which party would 
be compelled to give way. The force of the In- 
dians was variously estimated, and as they were in 
ambush, outer it would be impossible with any 
I 


certainty to te 


From signs made in the sand, supposed to be by 
Alligator, and which the interpreter Abraham has 
seen, the latter gives it as his opinion that the In- 
dians intend to war to the death. 

A report reached Tampa Bay on the Ist instant, 
that brigadier general Nelson, of the Georgia vo- 
lunteers, had an engagement on the 26th December 
at the Suwannee river; but the result was not 
known. It is said that gen. Nelson’s horse was 
shot under him. 

Forty prisoners arrived at Tampa Bay on the Ist 
from Pinto Rapa. They will be sent to Fort Pike, 
Which is a depot for prisoners. 





From Canapa. Gen. Scott arrrived in Albany 
from Washington, on his way to Canada, on Tugs- 
day last. Onthe evening of that day he departed for 
the frontier, accompanied by governor Marcy, col8- 
hel Worth of the U. S. A. and adjutant McDonald. 


The Washington Globe of Saturday night last, 
‘iys—Prompt and energetic measures have been 
adopted by the president in relation to the difficul- 
‘es on our northern frontier, as are apparent from 

© message to congress and the proclamation. In 
Consequence of the outrage committed on our ter- 
titory, it is presumed by unauthorized and lawless 
men, the president has decided to call out a suffici- 


citizens from similar attacks, and to be ready to 
*iferce the execution of the laws, in the event of 
® civil authority proving inefficient, and congress 
nl in him proper and adequate authority to 
re ay the execution of treaty stipulations; and 
oa e he defends the inviolability of our own terri- 
hh he will prevent that of a neighboring and 
lendly power from being invaded by persons liv- 


V 


General Scott, we understand, is ordered to the 
northern frontier to take command of the troops 
that may be called into the service. He will be in 
the midst of scenes familiar to him, and the public 
have an earnest in the character he established 
there, that every thing will be done that prudence, 
courage, and sagacity can suggest, to maintain the 
peace and honor of the country. 

The Buffalo Star says “the commissary general 
marshal, and district attorney, have been some time 
at Schlosser and that vicinity, on business connect- 
ed with their several offices. A demand has been 
made on general Van Ransselaer, by gen. Arcula- 
rius, for the delivery up of the ordnance and arms 
belonging to the state. 


This demand being declined, it is the intention of 
general Arcularius to prevent, if possible, any far- 
ther passage of the arms or ordnance belonging to 
the state, tothe island. After this, he will proceed 
to demand of the Canadian authorities, permission 
to take them in their territory; so that if by any 
circumstances they should fall into the hands of the 
British, they will not be lost to the state. 

From the New York Commercial, January 10. 

The mails of yesterday brought nothing material. 
Our dates are, Butfalo of the 4th, Rochester of the 
5th, and Navy Island of the 2d. 


Gov. Head arrived at Chippewa on the 2d inst., 
with 16 regulars and 6 cannon. A correspondent 
of the Rochester Democrat states that he first heard 
of the Schlosser attack at Niagara, and was greatly 
incensed at col, McNab for having exceeded his 
duty. 


The British force at Chippewa is said to consist 
of about 4000 militia, a few regulars, and 3 or 400 
Indians. They are said to have also 15 pieces of 
ordnance. 


The correspondent of the New York Evening 
Post at Niagara Falls writes—“Yesterday afternoon 
the British opened upon Navy Island a smart can- 
nonading, and bombarding. It continued for three 
or four hours. The islanders appeared to bear it 
very well, reserving their ammunition for more 
effective purposes. Very little execution could 
have been done. The guns seemed to have been 
badly managed, as many shots did not even hit the 
island; some falling short, and some passing en- 
tirely below the island. This morning all again is 
quiet. The day is beautiful and serene; certainly 
if the British attack the islanders at all, for the 
present, they will do it to-day. 


“P.S. Itis now half-past12,P.M. Noattack 
yet.” 


On Thursday the 4th inst., McKenzie arrived at 
Buffalo with his wife, for the purpose, it is said, of 
securing an asylum for her. He was immediately 
arrested by Mr. Garrow, the United States mar- 
shal, on a charge of raising an armed force within 
our borders, to be employed against her majesty’s 
province. Messrs. T. W. Sherwood, R. T. Brown, 
and P. Dersheimer, went his bail for $5000, and he 
was liberated. 


Besides the above we have a thousand rumors 
and statements, but they are evidently so much ex- 
aggerated that it woe only mislead the public 
mind to publish them. For authentic intelligence 
see our congressional news. 


_ The Albany Daily Advertiser says, ‘the most 
important intelligence received yesterday, however, 
is the official report of col. McNab, of the capture 
and destruction of the Caroline; avowing that the 
boat was captured by his orders; and thus devolving 
upon the general government the duty of requiring 
satisfaction therefor. The Toronto Patriot contains 
a particular account of the tranaction, which, if 
correctly reported, places the matter in a more re- 
prehensible light es the official account. <Ac- 
companying the same are several affidavits, relating 
to very improbable events said to have occurred on 
the American shore previous to and during the at- 
tack upon the Caroline. Most of these have before 
been alluded to in the answer of col. Mc Nab to the 
deputy marshal of Buffalo. As we have not room 
for all these documents, we confine ourselves to 
a official report of col. McNa’ to his superior 
officer. 





ang within the jurisdiction of the United States, 
c who ought to be under its control. 
Vox. ITJ--Sie. 20 


Copy of a letter from A. N. McNab, colonel 


Head quarters, Chippewa, Dec, 20th, 1837. 
Saturday morning, 3 o’clock. 

Sir: I have the honor to report for the informa- 
tion of his excellency the lieutenant governor, that 
having received positive information that the pirates 
and rebels at Navy Island had purchased a steam- 
boat called the Caroline, to facilitate their intended 
invasion of this country, and being corfirmed in 
my information yesterday by the boat (which sailed 
under British colors), appearing at the island, I 
determined upon cutting her out; and having sent 
captain Drew of the royal navy, he, in a most gal- 
lant manner, with a crew of volunteers (whose 
names I shall hereafter mention) performed this 
dangerous service, which was handsomely effected. 


In consequence of the swift current it was found 
to be impossible to get the vessel over to this place, 
and it was therefore necessary to set her on fire. 
Her colors are in my possession. I have the honor 
to be, sir, your ob’t humble servant, 

A. N. McNas, col. com’ng. 

P.S. We have two or three wounded—and the 
pirates about the same number killed. 

A. N. McNas. 


eee 


SuPpREME courT Unitep States. Monday, 
January 8, 1838. Pursuant to law, the court met 
this morning at the capitol, at 12 o’clock. 

PRESENT, 

Hon. Roger B. Taney, of Maryland, chief jus- 
lice. 

Associate Justices. 

Hon. Joseph Story, of Massachusetts. 

Smith Thompson, of New York. 
John McLean, of Ohio. 

Henry Baldwin, of Pennsylvania. 
James M. Wayne, of Georgia. 
Philip P. Barbour, of Virginia. 
John Catron, of Tennessee. 

John McKinley, of Alabama. 

The chief justice gave notice to the bar that the 
court would commence a call of the docket under 
the 36th rule to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, 11 o’clock, A. M. 

[We will next week commence the publication 
of a list of all the cases argued before, and decided 
by, the court.— Ep, Ree. ] 





TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION—SENATE. 

January 3. The vice president laid before the 
senate reports from the war department relating to 
certain Indian treaties, and to the state of security 
of the western frontier, transmitted in reply to reso- 
lutions of inquiry from the senate. 

These reports, on motion of Mr, Sevier, were or- 
dered to be printed. 

A number of private memorials and petitions 
were presented and appropriately referred, &c.— 
Among them was a petition presented by Mr. 
Rives. From numerous officers of the navy, officers 
of the navy after having been discharged, or hav- 
ing resigned. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, submitted the following: 
Rvsolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
porting a bill or bills to the senate establishing a 
uniform system of practice in actions at law and 
suits in equity, in all the circuit and district courts 
of the United States. 


Mr. Tipton submitted aresolution instructing the 
committee on roads and canals to inquire into the 
expediency of granting an appropriation to improve 
the navigation of the Wabash river. 

Mr. Wall submitted a resolution for the estab- 
lishment of a port of entry at New Jersey, in the 
state of that name. 

Mr. Young, on leave, introduced a bill to author- 
ize the state of Illinois to have the right of way 
through the public lands for internal improvements 
and other purposes. Read twice and referred. 


The bills yesterday ordered to a third reading 
were now severally read a third time and passed, 
excepting the bill for the relief of the heirs of John 
Jordan, which was, on motion of Mr. Hubbard, 
laid upon the table. 

The bill for the relief of certain persons therein 
named, [in a case of a contract made by a former 








commanding, to the hon. Jonas Jones, A. D. C. 


postinaster general, for the constraction a post road, 
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and disallowed by the present postmaster general], 
was discussed by Messrs. King, Sevier, pel Clay, of 
Alabama, and laid on the table, on motion of Mr. 
Calhoun, for the purpose of taking up his resolu- 
tions. 

The first resolution was, after discussion, adopt- 
ed—ayes 32, nays 13. The second resolution was 
next taken up and also caused much discussion— 
finally it was modified, on tke suggestion of Mr. 
Young, and also, ado er Ae 31, nays 9. 

The senate then adjourned. 

[As before stated, we will publish the entire de- 
bate, with the yeas and nays, &c. as soon as it is 
concluded. ] 

January 4. A number of memorials were present- 
ed, several bills reported from committees, and 
leave granted to introduce others, all of which will 
be duly noticed in their further progress. 

arn following resolutions were offered and adopt- 
ed: 
By Mr. Webster, calling on the secretary of the 
treasury for a statement of the amount of custom- 
house bonds for each year from 1827 to 1837. 

Mr. Preston submitted the following resolution: 

Whereas the just and true boundary of the United 
States, under the treaty of Louisiana, extended on the 
southwest to the Rio Grande del Norte, which river con- 
tinued to be the boundary line until the territory west of 


~“ _— was surrendered to Spain by the treaty of 
819: 


And whereas such surrender of a portion of the terri- 
tory of the United States is of evil precedent and doubt- 
ful constitutionality: 

And whereas many weighty considerations of policy 
make it expedient to re-establish the said true boundary, 
and to re-annex to the United States the territory occu- 
pied by the state of Texas, with the consent of said 
state: 

Be it therefore resolved, That, with the consent of the 
said state previously had, and whenever it can be effect- 
ed consistently with the faith and treaty stipulations of 
the United States, it is desirable and expedient to re-an- 
nex the said territory to the United States. 

This resolution was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Calhoun’s resolutions, and continued the debate till 

‘The senate adjourned. 

January 5. A message was received from the 
president of the United States, in relation to the 
events which have recently transpired on our north- 
ern frontier, and which the reader will find inserted 
in the last number of the “ Register,” page 289. 
The following is a copy of the letter referred to in 
the message : 

Buffalo, Dec. 28, 1887. 
To his excellency M. Van Buren: 

Sir: This frontier is in a state of commotion. 
I came to this city on the 22d inst., by direction of | 
the United States attorney for the northern district 
of this state, for the purpose of serving process up- 
on individuals suspected of violating the laws of 
the United States, enacted with a view to maintain 
our neutrality. Ilearned, on my arrival, that some 
200 or 300 men, mostly from the district of country 
adjoining this frontier, and from this side of the Ni- 
agara, had congregated upon Navy Island, (Upper 
Canada,) and were then in arms, with Rensselaer | 
Van Rensselaer, of Albany, at their head as com- | 
mander-in-chief. From that time to the present 
they have received constant accessions of men, 
munitions of war, provisions, &c., from persons re- 
siding within the states. 

Their whole force is now about 1,000 strong, 
and, as is said, are well supplied with arms, &c. 

Warrants have been issued in some cases, but no 
arrests have as yet been effected. This expedition 
was got up in this city, soon after McKenzie’s ar- 
rival upon this side of the river, and the first com- 
pany that landed upon the island were organized, 
partially at least, before they crossed from this 
side to the island. 

From all that I can see and learn, I am satisfied 
that, if the government deem it their duty to pre- 
vent supplies being furnished from this side to the 
army on the island, and also the augmentation of 
their forces from among the citizens of the states, 
an armed force stationed along upon the line of the 
Niagara will be absolutely necessary to its accom- 
plishment. 

I have jast received a communication from col. 
McNabb, commanding her majesty’s forces now at 
Chippewa, in which he strongly urged the public 
authorities here to prevent supplies being furnished 
to the army on the island, at the same time stating 
that, if this can be effected, the whole affair could 
be closed without any effusion of blood. 

McNabb is about 2,500 strong, and constantly 
increasing. I replied to him that I should commu- 
nicate with you immediately, as also with the go- 
vernor of this state, and that every thing which 
could would be done to maintain a strict neutrality. 





I learn that persons here are engaged in dislodg- 
5° sd o 


ing one or more steamboats from the ice, and, 
as is supposed, with a view to aid in the patriot ex- 
pedition. 
I am, sir, with great consideration, your obedi- 
ent servant, N. GARROW, 
U. 8. marshal northern district, New York. 
The message, &e. having been read, 


Mr. Clay of Kentucky, said he rose to express 
the satisfaction he felt at this communication. No 
spectacle, in his opinion, could be more unworthy 
a free people professing to act and to abide by their 
own constitution and laws, than that of seeing the 
nation at peace with a foreign power, and the peo- 
ple taking part in hostilities against the same pow- 
er. Ifthe laws of the country are not sufficient to 
prevent the exhibition of such a spectacle, it be- 
comes the duty of congress (said Mr. C.) to pass 
laws which may be fully adequate to prevent a 
state of things so much to be deplored. hens citi- 
zens of these United States choose to renounce 
their citizenship and enter into the concerns of fo- 
ong states, he (Mr. C.) would not dispute their 
right to do so; but, so long as they remain citizens 
of this country, they ought not to be allowed to 
take part ina fake 5: war with which this country 
has no concern. r. C. did not intend to express, 
at this time, any opinion upon the cause of the 
disturbances in Canada; it might be just—it might 
be such as was calculated to enlist the sympathies 
of our citizens—he gave no opinion on that point: 
but, until the constituted authorities decide, no ci- 
tizen ought to interfere, or be permitted to inter- 
fere, and become a party in hostilities against a go- 
vernment with which we are at peace. 


Mr. C. hoped that to whatever committee the 
message which had just been read, might be re- 
ferred, that committee would inquire into this sub- 
ject, and, while it looked at one side of the ques- 
tion, would not forget to direct its regards to the 
other also, and would inquire if any portion of the 
territory of the United States, or whether any dis- 
puted territory, had been used by the foreign power 
in question for the transportation of men, arms, or | 
munitions of war. It was a matter of indifference | 


| 


to him whether that message were referred to the | 





committee on the judiciary or to that on foreign | 
affairs; he would be satisfied with either. 


Mr. Calhoun said he had felt great solicitude on | 
this subject, and was very anxious that the United | 
States shonld abstain most rigidly from any inter- | 
ference in this war; and he hoped that the laws to | 
prevent any such interference would be rigidly en- | 
forced. Let power, if necessary, be given to the| 
executive. If he has not enough to enable him to | 
put down this interference, let him be made 
stronger. Of all calamities which could befall this 
country, he might say, rather, which could befall 
the civilized world, a war with Great Britain at 
this time would be most to be deplored. 

Mr. C. concluded by moving to refer the message 
to the committee on foreign affairs. 


Mr. Norvell, of Michigan, expressed his concur- 
rence in what had fallen from Mr. Clay. He felt 
much solicitude on this question, as his constitu- 
ents were hourly liable, from their proximity to 
Upper Canada, to be committed in the transactions 
now going on in that region. 


Mr. Davis was glad at last that (though late) 
some notice was taken by the executive of this im- 
portant matter. He thought that the executive 
ought to have moved earlier in this affair. Per- 
haps, if similar lawless proceedings had not been 
encouraged at one extremity of the union, they 
would not have been exhibited so soon and so 
boldly as at this moment on the northern frontier. 
He wished that this notice which is now taken of 
an unlawful collision with a strong and mighty na- 
tion had also been taken of an interference equally 
unjust and lawless with reference to a weaker and 
less powerful nation. He wished justice to be 
done by this country to the weak as well as to the 
strong, and that a proper sense of what is due to 
the national honor and good faith might operate, 
without any other considerations, to lead the execu- 
tive to a proper vigilance in maintaining a course 
of justice from this country to all foreign et 
He was glad that at last the executive had waked 
up, and he hoped the subject would meet with the 
attention it deserved. 

After some remarks by Mr. Benton in favor of 
the motion to commit, the documents were referred 
to the committee on foreign relations. 

Mr. Clay introduced Mr. W. D. Merrick, senator 
elect froin Maryland, in room of the late Mr. Kent, 
whose credentials were presented, and he there- 
upon qualified and took his seat. 

Several petitions and memorials of a private char- 
acter were presented and duly referred. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Preston 
was then taken up. 





. — 
Mr. Preston moved to make this resolutioy the 


special order of the day for Tuesday week, 

Mr. Morris called for the yeas and nays on ¢), 
motion; which, after some remarks by Mr, Clay 
on thenecessity, by courtesy, of giving the resol. 
tion a consideration, was withdrawn. F 

Mr. Clay, of Ala., wished the subject to be post. 
poned to a late day. 

Mr. Preston was not particularly anxious about a 
day; the subject must come up at all events, as he 
thought. 

Mr. Ciay suggested the Ist. Monday in Februa. 
ry, which was agreed to, and the subject was ac. 
cordingly made the special order of the day for the 
first Monday in February. 

Mr. Calhoun’s resolutions. 
The senatethen again took up these resolutions 
and the debate was resumed and continued with 

reat arcor until quite dark, when, without any 
Fal action, and after several unsuccessful motioys 
to adjourn, a motion to adjourn over to to-morrow 
prevailed, and 

The Senate adjourned. 

January 6. A number of petitions were pre. 
sented, and bills introduced. 

Mr. McKean said he hoped, in these times of ex. 
traordinary resolutions, it would not be thought 
presumptuous in him to offer some small evidence 
that even he, humble as he was, was not wholly 
irresolute ; he therefore proposed to lay the resolu. 
tions which he held in his hand on the table, to 
come up in their order: 

1. Resolved, That congress possess no power, un- 
der the constitution, to abolish slavery where it ex. 
ists in any of the sates of this union. 

2. Resolved, That it is inexpedient, at this time, 
to legislate on the subject of slavery in the District 
of Columbia. 

Several resolutions, not of general interest, were 
offered and adopted. 

Mr. Calhoun’s resolutions were again taken up, 
and the third, as amended by Mr. Allen, adopted— 
ayes 31, nays 11. 

Mr. Preston then moved that when the senate 
adjourn it adjourn to Tuesday next, which motion 


| was carried. 


The senate then went into the consideration of 
executive business, and afterwards adjourned. 

January 9. The same message and documents, [see 

age 308] as were transmitted yesterday by the pre- 


'sident of the United States, to the house of repre- 


sentatives, were this day transmitted to the senate. 
The message having been read, Mr. Clay, of Ky., 
arose, and not seeing the chairman of the commit: 
tee on foreign affairs, (Mr. Buchanan) in his place, 
moved that so much of the message as does not call 
for an appropriation, be referred to the above nam- 
ed committee, and that the remainder of the mes- 
sage, which requires an appropriation, be referred 
to the committee on finance. This motion, aftera 
brief debate between Messrs. Clay, of Ky., and Cul- 
houn, and a few words from Mr. Benton, was 
agreed to. The de'ate shall have a place in our 
next. 

The vice president laid before the senate a report 
from the treasury department, relating to the 
amount of treasury notes issued, and at what rate 
of interest. 

At the desire of Mr. Webster, the report was 
read by the secretary. 

Mr. Webster then rose and said, at the late ses- 
sion of congress, when the issue of these treasuly 
notes was authorised by law, it had been original: 
ly proposed by the treasury department that they 
should bear no interest whatever. This proposition 
had been made, both in the senate and in the other 
house, pending the discussion previous to the ~ 
sage of the law. It, however, was not successit 
and the bill pees being made, in its form, cast 
formable to the preeedent of 1814, and the law - 
passed requires that the notes should bear an eon 
not exceeding six percent. By the report a r 
secretary, it now appeared that these notes '%* 
been issued bearing, some of them, merely @ not 
inal interest of one mill per cent.; this was ‘4 
interest so merely nominal that no individual cou’ 
be benefitted by it, even if he held the notes “en 
thousand years. How far this could be deeme 
fair and honorable accordance with the letter, 
spirit, or intent of the law, he would not at pe 
undertake to say. There were, besides, other a 
cumstances which called for inquiry, to cient 
should advert when the subject came up before 
committee. , 

It would be said in vindication of the wrt . 
such notes, when they were not a full paymen, : 
the public creditor, that they were only yt Me 
those who were willing to take them, and tha Sv 
person was obliged to take them, unless he ‘eer 
do so! But it was to avoid this very circams 
that the law required them to be issued, bearing 
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ea 
ahi i order that they might be rendered equiv- 
alent in value to the specie which the creditor was 
otherwise entitled to receive. The very question 
Mr. W. then put, at the discussion of the bill, be- 
fore it passed into a law, was this: ‘Who will take 
an inferior currency when he can have a bette.?”’ 
«Who would willingly take notes under par, when 
he was entitled to them at par?” Now, whensuch 
notes as these, thus depreciated, were offered to a 
man, and he was told that if he did not take them 
there was nothing else for him, and he must go 
without his money, was it not an idle, nay, acruel, 
mockery to say that the individual took them vol- 
untarily? Was it not, in point of fact, a coercion? 
Such a mode of settlement would not become indi- 
yiduals in common life, and wasassuredly unsuita- 
ble to the honor, dignity and character of the gov- 
ernment of a great and wealthy people! In conse- 

uence of this proceeding of the treasury de- 

artment, in issuing these gry ewe notes in this 
voluntary manner, that very thing has now happen- 
ed which it was predicted would happen; namely, 
that those public creditors who had received this 
depreciated paper, would come to congress for in- 
demnification for the loss they had sustained by 
taking this paper! Mr. W. had been applied to to 
present petitions for relief from contractors, pray- 
ing congress to make up the difference between 
these notes and the amount due to them, since they 
had been obliged (voluntarily, as the department 
calls it,) to take these notes at a mill per cent. in- 
terest, rather than take nothing, and be ruined! Mr. 
W. had been desirous to call the attention of the 
senate to these circumstances, which certainly de- 
manded some inquiry. Heshculd not now, how- 
ever, go at any length into the matter, but would 
take an early opportunity of pointing out the evil 
which had flowed from the mode in which the sec- 
retary had thought proper to execute the law. He 
should now move that the report be printed; which 
was ordered accordingly. 

Among the bills reported from committees. read 
and ordered to a second reading, were the follow- 
ing: 

By Mr. Benton, to increase the United States 
army. [It is in the same words as the bill intro- 
duced at the last session.] 

By Mr. White: A bill providing for the payment 
of annuities for 1838, to the Great and Little Osage 
Indians ; [afterward ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. ] 

Mr. Buchanan, on leave, introduced a bill to re- 
peal certain portions of the act to alter and amend 
the act of July, 1832, imposing duties on imports, 
Read twice, and referred. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, a call was ordered on 
the secretary of the treasury for copies of the returns 


of the United States bank for the years 1835, ’36, | 


37, 

Mr. Bayard presented the memorial of sundry 
citizens of Kent county, which deprecated the agi- 
tation of the question of slavery, and praying that 
the District of Columbia be retroceded to the states 
from which it was derived, for the purpose of pre- 
venting such agitation. Laid on the table. 

The senate resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Calhoun’s resolutions on the relations, &c., of the 
states and the general government. ‘The question 
being on the fourth of the series, on the domes- 
lic institutions of the southern and western 
states. After an explanatory debate between 
Messrs. Young, Davis, and Webster, in reference to 
alaw of Massachusetts by which a fugitive slave 
was authorized to have a trial by jury, 

Mr. Webster assented to the former part of the 
fourth resolution, but objected to that part of it 
Which undertook to teach states and individuals 
their relative duties. He regarded it as sufficient 
lor the senate, on the point, to ascertain and per- 
lurm its own duties. 

Mr. Calhoun, on the suggestion of several sena- 
tors, modified the fourth resolution by changing 
‘an essential element in the distribution of the 
(general government’s) powers among the States,” 
Infoan ‘an important element in the apportionment,” 
Ke, and by striking out “moral and religious,” 
(obligations,) at the end of the resolution. 

After some further debate, 

Mr, Calhoun modified the fifth resolution by 
“langing *‘intermeddling” into “any attempt,” 
and PY rey rip the particulars “immoral or 
ul, > to 66 
Winteana the general phrase, “on any ground 
, On motion of Mr. Preston, this resolution was 
arther modified so as to declare that the abolition 
° slavery in the District of Columbia would be a 
Vinee of the public faith with Maryland and 

ginta. 

a. Clay, of Kentucky then spoke at large on the 
He ject of the resolutions. In the course of his re- 
‘arks he read a series of resolutions, suggesting the 





probability of his moving them at some future stage 
of the proceedings. [The resolutions will appear 
in their proper place, when we publish Mr. Clay’s 
remarks.] After some further remarks by Messrs. 
Clay and Calhoun, the senate adjourned. 

January 10. After the presentation of petitions, 
the entire day was taken up in the consideration of 
the fifth of Mr. Calhoun’s resolution. In the course 
of the debate, Mr. Clay proposed the third of the 
series of resolutions he read yesterday, as a sub- 
stitute for Mr. Calhoun’s fifth resolution. It was 
modified on the motion of Mr. Niles and others, and 
then adopted in the following form: 

“Resolved, That the interference by the citizens of any 
of the states, with the view to the abolition of slavery in 
the District. is endangering the rights and security of the 
people of the District; ane that any act or measure of 
congress designed to abolish slavery in this District 
would be a violation of the faith implied in the cession 
by the states of Virginia and Maryland, a just cause of 

arm to the people of the slaveholding states, and have 
a direct and inevitable tendency to disturb and endan- 
ger the union.” 

The vote on the adoption of Mr. Clay’s substitute 
was as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Se- 
vier, Smith, of Connecticut, Strange, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, Young—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Night, McKean, Morris, 
Prentiss, Smith, of Ind., Swift, Webster—8. 

After this vote, 

The senate adjourned. 

[Mr. Ruggles did not vote—but has addressed the 
following to the editors of the ‘Intelligencer,’ in 
which paper his name was inserted among the nays 
on the above resolution, in explanation of his refu- 
sal to vote: 

Senate chamber, January 12. 

Messrs. Gales & Seaton: In the list of yeas and 
nays on the fifth of the series of resolutions introduc- 
ed by Mr. Calhoun, as published in your paper of 
this morning, I find my name inserted among the 
nays. I did not vote at all upon the question. Be- 
lieving that the agitation of the subject of slavery in 
the senate of the United States, in any manner, will 
be, as it has ever been, productive of infinite mis- 
chief as well to the south as to the north, tending 
to enkindle sectional animosities, and to ¢cunnect 
the cause of abolition with party polities, which 
cannot be contemplated without alarm, I have pur- 
posely abstained from taking part or lot in the mat- 
ter. Respectfully yours, 

J. RUGGLES. 

January 11. The vice president \aid before the 
senate communications from the war department, 
covering the annual report of the colonel of ordnance 
and a report of the commissioner of pensions; which 
were ordered to be printed. 

Several petitions were presented and appropri- 
priately referred, among them were the following: 

By Mr. McKean: From a large body of citizens 
of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the propos- 
ed annexation of any part of the Mexican territory 
to th. United States. Laid on the table. 

By the same: Two petitions from Philadelphia, 
two from Lancaster, one from Chester county, six 
from Susquehanna county, nine from Bucks county, 
nine from Montgomery county, one from Deleware 
county, all in the state of Pennsylvania, signed by 
above 20,000 citizens, praying congress to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia and territories 
of the United States. 

Mr. Wright reported a bill to repeal the act of 
1832 imposing duties on certain imports, and seve- 
ral bills for the relief of individuals. Mr. Morris 
also reported several bills for the relief of individu- 
als, granting pensions to widows and heirs of revo- 
tionary soldiers, &c. 

Mr: Pierce submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee of claims be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
bill for the liquidation of the claim of general 
Duncan L. Clinch for losses sustained at bis plan- 
tation, «* Lang Syne,” in Alachua county, territo- 
ry of Florida, in the years 1835 and 1836, in con- 
sequence of the war with the Seminole Indians. 

The unfinished business of yesterday, Mr. Cal- 
houn’s resolutions, was then resumed. The ques- 
tion was first taken on the second branch of the 
substitute offered by Mr. Clay on the fifth of Mr. 
Calhoun’s resolutions. That part referring to the 
treaty of 1819, as guarantying slavery in Flori- 
da, under the title of “* private properly,’”? was by 
consent stricken out; no such guaranty, on exam- 
ination, being tound in the treaty. [t was then 
suggested by Mr. Clay to strike out a clause for 
the preservation of slavery among Indian nations, 
as one of their domestic institutions, which, at the 
desire of Mr. Sevier, had been inserted yesterday. 





The question was then taken on striking out this 
paragraph, and it was stricken out, yeas 31, nays 
10. At the suggestion of Mr. King, all reference 
to the compromise act, limiting slavery within cer- 
tain geographical bounds, was omitted. The yeas 
and nays being then ordered on the substitute of 
Mr. Clay, as modified, a discussion of great length 
ensued, in which Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Norvell, 
Walker, and Hubbard participated, in the course 
of which Mr Clay assented to some modifications of 
his resolution, at the suggestion of Mr. Hubbard 
and Mr. Walker. 

Mr. Rives offered as a substitute the following: 

That any interference with the subject of slavery 
in the territories of the United States in which it 
may exist, is inhibited by all the considerations in 
regard to the rights and interests of the inhabitants 
of the said territories, the security of the slavehold- 
ing states, and the danger to the union, which are 
mentioned in the preceding resolution, as forbid- 
ding any interference with, or action on, the sub- 
ject of slavery in the District of Columbia; and for 
the further reason, that the people of those territo- 
ries, when admitted into the union as states, will 
be exclusively entitled to decide the question of 
the existence of slavery within their respective 
limits for themselves. 

After which, a long discussion ensued upon this 
proposition, and it was rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, Lump- 
kin, Preston, Rives, Roane, Sevier, Tipton, White—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Ala., Clay of Ky., Clayton, 
Crittenden, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lyon, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Smith, of 
Conn., Smith, of Ind., Strange, Swift, Walker, Web- 
ster, Williams, Wright, Young—29. 

After further discussion, the question was taken 
on the second branch of Mr. Clay’s substitute, mo- 
dified to read as follows : 

Resolved, That any attempt of congress to abolish 
slavery in any territory of the United States in which it 
exists, would create serious alarm and just apprehen- 
sions in the states sustaining that domestic institution ; 
would be a violation of ea faith towards the inhabi- 
tants of any such territory who have been permitted to 
settle with and hold slaves, because the people of any 
such territory have not asked for the abolition of slave- 
ry therein, and because, that when any such territory 
shall be admitted into the union as a state, the people 
thereof will be entitled to decide that question exclu- 
sively for themselves. 

Which substitute was agreed to by the following 
vote : 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Ala., Clay, of Ky., 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lump- 
kin, Lyon, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of 
Conn., Strange, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, 
Young—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Knight, McKean, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Smith, of Ind., Swift, Webster—9. 

And the senate then, on motion of Mr. Webster, ad- 
journed. 

January 12. Mr. Grundy having stated that he 
was absent, from indisposition, when the vote was 
taken last evening onthe second branch of Mr. 
Clay’s substitute, and that his name, notwithstand- 
ing, had been put down among the nays, in opposi- 
tion to his views, in one of the city papers, obtain- 
ed the unanimous consent of the senate, and gave 
his vote in the affirmative on that resolution. 

Unfavorable reports were made on several pri- 
vate claims, and several resolutions. 

Petitions and memorials were presented and 
referred: 

By Mr. Clayton: From citizens of Delaware inte- 
rested in the navigation of the bay and river, ask- 
ing for a port of entry at Newcastle. 

By Mr. Tallmadge: against the repeal of the law 
concerning pilots. 

And by Mr. Niles: Ona private claim. 

The vice president presented the following re- 
ports, &c.: which were laid on the table and order- 
ed to be printed: 

From the war department, a statement of the 
second comptroller of the appropriations expended 
in that department in 1837, and of the balance re- 
maining. 

From the same department, a report of the pay- 
master general, in relation to (certain) annuities. 

From the navy department, relating to the num- 
ber and compensation of clerks. 

And two others (unheard) from the treasury de- 
partment. te 

Mr. Grundy, from the judiciary committee, made 
an unfavorable report (a naked resolution) on the 
petition of merchants of Mobile, in relation to the 
extravagant fees paid by them for renewing their 
bonds. 

Mr. King said the report was very short; he 
would like to Rear the reasons’ for not granting the 
relief asked. 
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Mr. Grundy. ‘The best reason in the world; that 
no reasons were given why it should be granted. 

Mr. King, said there was enough to. show that 
the relief granted. them by alaw of congress had 
not been obtained; the merchants had been injured, 
rather than benefited by the law. - 

Mr. Grundy said the law gave the fees, and they 
could not be recovered; and the question in the 
view of the committee was, whether the govern- 
ment or those who incurred the costs should pay 
them, and they could see no reason why they should 
be paid by the United States. 

he report lies over. 

The following resolutions were offered and 
adopted: 

By Mr. Walker: Instituting an inquiry on the 
expediency of creating a new land district in Mis- 
sissippi. 

By Mr. Tipton: An inquiry as to authorizing the 
New Albany and Mount Carmel railroad company 
to make a road through the public lands, on con- 
dition of carrying the mail twenty years free of 
charge. 

By Mr. White: A resolution directing the secre- 
tary of the senate to purchase six copies of the vo- 
lumes of treaties between the United States and 
Indian tribes, published by Langtree & O’Sullivan. 

On motion of Mr. Sevier, the senate took up the 
bill making an appropriation to open the great raft 
on Red river. 

Mr. Sevier moved to increase the appropriation 
from $50,000 to $70,000. 


Mr. Davis objected to the bill, that the subject of 
it Pan one belonged to the general appropriation 
bill, in which was the proper place for all such ap- 
propriations; that this would tend to open the way 
for withdrawing other items from the general bill, 
which was often proposed and pressed; and that 
it was now a matter of doubt wether those appro- 
priations must not be now restricted, for the want 
of money. 


Mr. Sevier replied, that the removal of this raft 
wad been and would be a source of gain to the go- 
vernment, by rendering the lands about and above it 
saleable; that the raft was now rapidly increasing, 
so that delay would increase the expense of remov- 
al; that the removal would open a long and impor- 
tant navigation above the raft; and that the money 


appropriated had all been expended. 


Mr. Hubbard objected to the proposed increase 
to $70,000; that though the engineer had estimated 
the cost at $70,000, the secretary of war had re- 
ported that $50,000 would be sufficient. 


Mr. Sevier and others replied, by urging the great 
importance of making sure the completion of the 
work, after which the residue of the money would 
remain in fhe treasury. 

The amendment ($70,000) was agreed to, and 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The senate resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Calhoun’s resolutions, the question being on the 
sixth and last resolution, which was read as follows: 


‘Resolved, That the union of these states rests 
on an equality of rights and advantages among its 
members; and that whatever destroys that equality, 
tends to destroy the union itself; and that it is the 
solemn duty of all, and more especially of this body 
which represents the states in their corporate capa- 
city, to resist all attempts to discriminate between 
the states in extending the benefits of the govern- 
ment to the several portions of the union; and that 
to refuse to extend to the southern and western 
states any advantage which would tend to strength- 
en, or render them more secure, or increase their 
limits or population by the annexation of new ter- 
ritory or states, on the assumption or under the pre- 
text that the institution of slavery, as it exists among 
them, is immoral or sinful, or otherwise obnoxious, 
would be contrary to that equality of the rights and 
advantages which the constitution was intended to 
secure alike toall members of the union; and would 
in effect, disfranchise the slaveholding states, with- 
holding from them the advantages, while it subject- 
ed them to the burdens, of the government.” 

Mr. Calhoun made some remarks explanatory 
ef and in support of the principles and purport of 
this resolution, and the propriety of its adoption. 

Mr, Preston rose, he said, to move to lay the 6th 
resolution on the table, because it would bring up, 
incidentally, the discussion of the annexation of 
Texas; when the friencs of that measure had indi- 
cated, by the postponement of Mr. Preston’s reso- 
lution on that subject, an indisposition to go into 
that matter at present; and when that resolution 
should come up, the whole matter would be fuliy 
and freely discussed, without the awkwardness of 
discussing so great a question on a single point 
at a time, or collaterally, if it,were gone into 


fully, 





That he was unwilling to implicate the question 
of Texas with the question of abolition, which is 
the subject of these resolutions, and with which ‘it 
has no necessary connection. 

Thatif this resolution was affirmed, it would not 
materially sustain the Texas resolution, but, on the 
other hand, if rejected, would be fatal to that pro- 
position. 

That althongh the resolution affirmed what was 
true, and what he was always prepared to maintain, 
it will be more appropriate when the whole subject 
of Texas is under consideration, which will be in a 
week or two. ; 

Mr. Calhoun strenuously opposed the motion to 
lay the resolution on the table; arguing earnestly 
that the reasons assigned by his colleague were in- 
sufficient to justify any postponement; and that its 
adoption was demanded as a corollary to the prin- 
ciples asserted in the preceding resolutions, and ne- | 
cessary to meet the principle asserted in the Ver- 
mont resolutions in regard to Texas. 


Mr. Preston replied, explaining more at large, 
and vindicating his motives for desiring to lay the 
resolution on the table for the present. 

Mr. Calhoun rejoined; after which, the question 
was taken, and the resolution was ordered to lie on 
the table by the following vote: 


Y EAS----Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Clay, of Ky., Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Davis, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lyon, Mc- 
Keau, Morris, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Smith, of Indiana, 
Strange, Swifth, Tallmade, Tipton, Webster, White, 
Williams, Wright—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, 
oe Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Walker, Young 

Mr. Allen then submitted, as an independent re- 
solution, his former amendment, which had been by 
consent postponed, as follows: 

Resolved, That nothing in the foregoing resolutions 
is intended to recognize the nght of congress, to im- 
pair in any manner the freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of petition as secured by the constitu- 
tion to the citizens of the several states in the states, re- 
spectively. ‘ 

To this amendment Mr. Smith, of Indiana, offer- 
ed the following amendment: 

That nothing in these resolutions shall be con- 
strued or understood as intended to impair or in any 
manner abridge the freedom of speech or the press, 
or the right of petition, which is hereby expressly 
declared to include the duty on the part of the sen- 
ate to receive and determine upon the petitions. 


A discussion ensued upon this amendment, in 
which Messrs. Allen, Smith, Walker, and Morris, 
participated. 

Mr. Niles then moved to lay the whole on the ta- 
ble; on which the yeas and nays being ordered, 
were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Ala., Clay, of Ky., Crittenden, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, King, Lumpkin, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, Sevier, Strange, Walker, 
White—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Davis, Hubbard, Knight, Lyon, McKean, Morris, Pren- 
tiss, Robbins, Robinson, Smith, of Conn. Smith, of 
aoe Swift, T'allmadge, Tipton, Webster, Williams, 

oung—21. 

The senate then, on motion of Mr. Walker, 

Adjourned over to Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, Jan. 4, In addition to the business of 
this day noticed in our last, the speaker laid before 
the house a letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
transmitting copies of the statements rendered to 
the department, agreeably to law, by the incorpora- 
ted banks of the District of Columbia, showing the 
state of their affairs at the close of 1837. 

Also, a letter from the secretary of state, trans- 
mitting a report respecting the clerks employed in 
his department during the past year, and the amount 
of compensation paid to each. 

Friday, Jan. 5. The business transacted to-day 
was stated in sufficient detail inour last. The de- 
bate shall have a place hereafter. 

When the house adjourned, it adjourned to Mon- 
day. 

: Disturbances on the Niagara frontier. 

Monday, Jan. 8. As soon as the journal was 
read, a message from the president of the United 
States, by his private secretary, was announced; 
and which, on motion, was immediately read, as 
follows: 


T'o the senate and house of representatives of the United 
States: ‘ 

In the highly excited state of feeling on the northern 
frontier, occasioned by the disturbances in Canada, it 
was to be apprehended that causes of complaint might 
arise on the fice dividing the United States from her 





Britannic majesty’s dominions. Every precaution was 
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therefore taken on our part authorized by the ry rece 
laws; and as the troops of the provinces were «(2 Me tral 
died on the Canadian side, it was hoped that no ee fore 
violation of the rights of the United States would - wer" 
permitted to occur. I regret, however, to inform be othe 
that an outrage of a most aggravated characte; _ who 
been committed, accompanied by a hostile though j..°° eithe 

orary Invasion of our terntory, producing the stronoe , pray 
eelings of resentment on the part of our citizens in the furtl 
neighborhood, and on the whole border line; and th , got I 
the excitement previously existing has been alarmingly befo 
increased. ‘To guard against the possible recurren: Can 
of any similar act, 1 have thought it indispensable «” had 
call out a portion of the militia to be posted op be depo 
frontier. ‘I'he documents herewith presented to a at th 
gress show the character of the outrage committed the the 1 
measures taken in consequence of its occurrence and of th 
the necessity for resorting to them. It will also be g 
that the subject was immediately brought to the Notic Su 
of the British minister accredited to this country, vat me, | 
the proper steps taken on our purt to obtain the fulles ra c¢ 
information of all the circumstances leading to and ,). 
tendant upon the transaction, preparatory to a demand State 
for reparation. I ask such appropriations as the cy. Ch 
cumstances in which our country is thus unexpectedly Smit 
placed require. M. VAN BUREN Well 
Washington, January 8, 1838. oa Hag: 
— they 
Mr. Rogers to the president. pleby 
Buffalo, Dec. 30, 1837 she M 
To his excellency M. Van Buren, president of the Unite} the Bi 
States: | the &¢ 
Srr: Enclosed are copies of affidavits which I haye ea 


prepared in great haste, and which contain all that js 
material in relation to the gross and extraordinary trans. 
action to which they relate. Our whole frontier js jy 
commotion, and I fear it will be difficult to restrain oy 
citizens from revenging, by a resort to arms, this fly. 
grant invasion of .ur territory. Every thing that cay 
be done will be by the public authorities to prevent s 
injudicious a movement. The respective sheriffs of Quy 
Ene and Niagara have taken the responsibility of call. R 3. 
ing out the militia, to guard the frontier, find prevent ' 
any further depredations. I am, sir, with great con 
sideration, your obedient servant, 

H. W. ROGERS, Gre. 


District attorney for Erie co., and_acting for the U.S, frontie 
— comm 

State of New York, Niagara county, ss: Her 
Gilman Appleby, of the city of Buffalo, being sworn, vernoi 
says that he left the port of Buffalo on the morning of questi 
the 29th inst.,in the steamboat Caroline, owned by such ¢ 
William Wells, of Buffalo, and bound for Schlosser, defenc 
upon the east side of the Niagara river, and within tly Thi 
United States. That this deponent commanded the Hi suasio 
said Caroline, and that she was cleared from Buffalo call 01 
with a view to run between said Buffalo and Schlosser, It is 
carry passengers, freight, &c. That this deponent gi should 
caused the said Caroline to be landed at Black Rock, ment \ 


on her way down; and that, while at Black Rock, this and y¢ 
deponent caused the American flag to be run up; and My ‘ese | 
that, soon after leaving Black Rock harbor, a volley of a Pe 
musketry was discharged at the Caroline from the Ca he 
nada shore, but without injury. That the said Caroline the mil 
continued her course down the Niagara river unmoles "00, a 
ed, and landed outside of certain scows or boats at- lating | 
tached to Navy Island, where a number of passengers of neig 
disembarked, and, as this deponent supposes, cerall Tecan 
articles of freight were landed. That from this poll! but req 
the Caroline ran to Schlosser, arriving there at three sch e: 































o'clock in the afternoon; that, between this time and gm 'e'nme 
dark, the Caroline made two trips to Navy Island, fie Mghits ¢ 
landing as before. That, at about six o’clock in the The 
evening, this deponent caused the said Caroline to be gmmonths 
landed at Schlosser, and made fast with chains to the tons y 
dock at that place. That the crew and officers of the care th 
Caroline numbered ten, and that, in the course of the of At 
evening, twenty-thfee individuals, all of whom wel * ry 
citizens of the United States, came on board of tle Y offic 
Caroline, and requested this deponent and other office's The. 
of the boat to permit them to remain on board dunt » be 0 
the night, as they were unable to get lodgings at the & skill, an 
vern near by; these requests were acceded to, and * amount 
persons thus coming on board retired to rest, as did and du 
all of the crew and officers of the Caroline, except $0" and the 
as were stationed to watch during the night. That, public , 
out midnight, this deponent was informed by oue° The 


that 
epeater 
peace o 


the watch that several boats filled with men were mal 
ing towards the Caroline from the river, and this a 
ponent immediately gave the alarm, and before he ¥® 




























able to reach the deck, the Caroline was boarded, Clore 
some 70 or 80 men, all of whom were armed. i Ver 
they immediately commenced a warfare with muske" B 
swords, and cutlasses, upon the defenceless crew - Ub. % 
passengers of the Caroline, under a fierce ery of U~ 

damn them, give them no quarters; kill every 1" 

fire! fire! That the Caroline was abandoned witht! Sip: 
resistance, and the only effort made by either the crew SIR: 


nas 








or passengers seemed to be to escape slaughter. **"" 
this deponent narrowly escaped; having received sere) 
ral wounds, none of which, however, are of a seme! 
character. That immediately after the Caroline © 
into the hands of the armed force who boarded 
she was set on fire, cut loose from the dock, was 0™' 
into the current of the river, there abandoned, a0 son" 
after descended the Niagara Falls; that this deponet 
has made vigilant search afier the individuals, thirty 
three in number, who are known to have been 02 
Caroline at the time she was boarded, and twenty" 
only are to be found, one of whom, to wit, Amos an 
fee, of Buffalo, was found dead upon the dock, hav" 
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ae fe ig mx 
ved a shot from a musket, the Lall of which pene- 
reo the back part of the head, and came out at the 
po ad. James H. King and captain C. F. Harding 
oe ‘ceriously, though not mortally wounded. Severa 
hers received slight wounds. ‘The twelve individuals 
- are missing, this deponent has no doubt, were 
pe murdered upon the steamboat, or found a watery 
e rs in the cataract of the falls. And this deponent 
Sher says, that immediately afier the Caroline was 
. ‘nto the current of the stream and abandoned, as 
Pore stated, beacon lights were discovered upon the 
be ada shore, near Chippewa; and after sufficient time 
er elapsed to enable the boats to reach that shore, this 
, * onent distinctly heard loud and vociferous cheering 
‘that point. That this deponent has no doubt that 
he individuals who boarded the Caroline were a part 
F the British forces now stationed at Chippewa. 
’ GILMAN APPLEBY. 
Subscribed and sworn, Deeember 30, 1837, before 
me, §: B. Piper, commissioner of deeds, &c. for Niaga- 


ra county- 


state of New York, Niagara county, ss: 

Charles F. Harding, James King, Joshua _ H. 
gmith, William Seaman, .W illiam Kennedy, William 
Wells, John Leonard, Sylvanus Staring, and John 
Haggarty, being sworn, severally, depose and say that 
hey have heard the foregoing affidavit of Gilman Ap- 
leby read, that they were on the Caroline at the-time 
je was boarded as stated in said affidavit, and that all 
the facts sworn to by said Appleby as occurring after 
the said Caroline was so boarded as aforesaid, are cor- 
rect and true. C. F. HARDING, 

JAMES H. KING, 

J. H. SMITH, 

WM. SEAMAN, 

WM. KENNEDY 

WM. WELLS, 

JOHN LEONARD, 
SYLVANUS STARING, 
JOHN C. HAGGARTY. 

Sworn and subscribed, December 30, 1837, before me, 
SB. Piper, commissioner of deeds, for Niagara county. 

Mr. Poinsett to gen. Scott. 
Department of war, January 5, 1838. 

Sir: You will repair, without delay, to the Canada 
frontier of the United States, and assume the military 
command there. 

Herewith you will receive duplicate letters to the go- 
vernors of the states of New York and Vermont, re- 
questing them to call into the service of the United States 
such a militia force as you may deem necessary for the 
defence of that frontier of the United States. 

This power has been confided to you in the full per- 
suasion that you will use it discreetly, and extend the 
call only so far as circumstances may seem to require. 

ltis important that the troops called into the service 
should be, if possible, exempt from that state of excite- 
ment which the late violation of our territory has created, 


and you will therefore impress upon the governors of 


these border states the propriety of selecting troops from 
a portion of the state distant from the theatre of action. 
he executive possesses no legal authority to employ 
the military force to restrain persons within our jurisdic- 
ton,'and who ought to be under our control, from vio- 
lating the laws, by making incursions into the territory 
fneighboring and friendly nations, with hostile intent. 
can give you, therefore, no instructions on that subject; 
but request that you will use your influence to prevent 
sich excesses, and to preserve the character of this go- 
vernment for good faith and a proper regard for the 
tights of friendly powers. 
The militia ill b@palled into the service for three 
months, unless sooner discharged; and in your requisi- 
tions i will designate the number of men, and take 
fare that the officers do not exceed a due proportion. 
tisdeemed important that the administrative branch 
ithe service should be conducted, wherever practicable, 
y officers of the regular army. 


The disposition of the force, with regard to the points 
be occupied, is confided to your discretion, military 
“ul,and intimate knowledge of the country; and the 
‘hount of that force must depend upon the character 
‘id duration of the contest now going on in Canada, 
‘nd the disposition manifested by the people and the 
Public authorities of that colony. 

he president indulges a hope that outrages, similar 
that Which lately occurred at Schlosser, will not be 
peated; and that you will be able to maintain the 
ace of that frontier without being called upon to use 
*loree which has been confided to you. 

ery respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
Bp (Signed) J. R. POINSETT. 

vt. major gen. Winfield Scott, Washington city. 





Mr. Poinsett to gov. Marcy. 

Sin: _ Department of war, January 5, 1838. 
Dhica ee territory of the United States having been 
wy by a party of armed men from the Canada 
key 20d ee weep being entertained, from the 
see excite feelings of both parties, that similar out- 
bag , may lead to an invasion of our soil, the president 
Ought proper to exercise the authority vested in 





him hy Khe 

lees hd and called out such a militia force as may be 

wie 
eS, 






necessary to protect the frontiers of the United 


te 


tat 


Jam, in consequence, instructed by the president to 
et you will call into the service of the United States, 
Place under the command of brevet major general 
‘Such militia force as he may require to be employ- 








ed on the Canada frontier, for the purpose herein set 
forth. Very respectfully, your most obd’t serv’t. 


J.R. POINSETT. 
His excellency W, L. Marcy, 
governor of New York, Albany, N. Y. 
Same to his excellency, Silas H. Jennison, governor 
of Vermont, Montpelier, Vermont.] 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox, 
Department of state, Washington, Jan. 5, 1838. 

Str: By the direction of the president of the United 
States, I have the honor to communicate to you a copy 
of the evidence furnished to this department of an extra- 
ordinary outrage committed from her Britannic majes- 
ty’s province of Upper Canada, on the persons and pro- 
perty of citizens of the United States, within the juris- 
diction of the state of New York. ‘The destruction of 
the property, and assassination of citizens of the United 
States on the soil of New York, at the moment when, 
as is well known to you, the president was anxiously 
endeavoring to allay the excitement, and earnestly seek- 
ing to prevent any unfortunate occurrence on the fron- 
tier of Canada, has produced upon his mind the most 
painful emotions of surprise and regret, It will neces- 
sarily form the subject of a demand for redress upon 
her majesty’s government. ‘This communication is 
made to you under the expectation that, through your 
instrumentality, an early explanation may be obtained 
from the authorities of Upper Canada of all the circum- 
stances of the transacticn; and that, by your advice to 
those authorities, such decisive precautions may be used 
as will render the perpetration of similar acts hereafter 
impossible. Not doubting the disposition of the govern- 
ment of Upper Canada to do its duty in punishing the 
aggressors and preventing future outrage, the president, 
notwithstanding, has deemed it necessary to order a 
sufficient force on the frontier to repel any attempt of a 
like character, and to make known to you that if it 
should occur, he cannot be answerable for the effects ot 
the indignation of the neighboring people of the United 
States. 

I take this occasion to renew to you the assurance 
of my distinguished consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
To Henry S. Foz, esq. &c. 


c. 
Upon the motion of Mr. De Graff, of New York, | 


the several documents accompanying the message 
were also read, as above. 

Mr. Howard remarked that he observed at the 
conclusion of the president’s communication a call 
for appropriations, which would render it proper 
that the message and papers should be referred to 
the committee of ways and means; otherwise he 
should have moved to refer them to the committee 
on foreign affairs. He made a motion for the refer- 
ence thereof to the committee of ways and means, 
He took that opportunity to say to the house that 
the committee on foreign affairs had had a meeting 


_on Saturday, and another to-day, but were not yet 
_ prepared to report. 


Mr. Fillmore, of New York, asked if this message 


of the president of the United States was in reply 


to the call of the house which was made on Friday. 

The speaker replied that such did not appear to 
be the case, from any thing on the face of the docu- 
ment itself. 


Mr. Thompson, of South Carolina, moved that 
so much of the message as relates to the appropri- 
ations asked for be referred to the committee of 
ways and ‘means, and the remainder to the commit- 
tee on foreign affairs. It became the house, (Mr. 
T. said) to be cautious in the extreme how they 
acted ina matter ofthis importance. For himself, 
he had full confidence that it would be well con- 
ducted by the executive; but he must say that he 
looked upon the letter of Mr. Forsyth as altogether 
too tame for the occasion. A murder had been com- 
mitted, with every feature that could possibly 
characterize it as an atrocious and brutal assagsi- 
nation, by British soldiers upon unarmed and unof- 
fending American citizens, within American terri- 
tory. They had been murdered in their sleep; 
and this government would cease to be considered 
worthy of the sympathy of other nations, ifsuch an 
act should be passed over without a prompt de- 
mand for redress. He contended that the murder- 
ers should have been at once demanded by our 
government, and held amenable to our laws. He 
felt, as much as any man could do, how disastrous 
were the consequences likely to ensue from a war 
between this country and Great Britain—conse- 
quences disastrous not only to the two countries, 
but to the civilized world. But this case present- 
ed considerations paramount to all these, and the 
country would not deserve the proud distinction 
which she enjoys among nations, if she passed over 
these considerations with silence or tameness. 

Mr. Cambreleng thought the act of the British 
authorities to which allusion had been made most 
atrocious and reprehensible, but deemed the debate 
upon it at present to be premature. He was in fa- 
vor of the motion of Mr. Thompson, to refer to the 
committees the different portions of the message. 

Mr. Haynes rose to say that he did not agree with 





the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Thomp- 





son,) that the communications of the secretary of 
war were too tame for the occasion. He made but 
a few remarks, which, owing to his back being 
turned to the reporter, were almost entirely inaudi- 
ble to him. 

Mr. Gray, of New York, sent to the chair a 
newspaper containing the following document, 
which, at his request, was read: 

Head quarters, Chippewa, Dec, 29, 1837, 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of this morning, just handed to me by judge 
MeLean, ‘ , 

With respect to the report in the city of Buffalo, that 
certain forces under my command had landed upon 
Grand Island—an island within the territory of the 
United States—I can assure you that it is entirely with- 
out foundation; and that, so far from my having any in- 
tention of the kind, such a proceeding would be in di- 
rect opposition to the wishes and intentions of her Bn- 
tannic majesty’s government, in this colony, whose 
servant I have the honor to be. ed: 

Entering at once into the feeling which induced you 
to address me on this subject, I beg leave to call your 
attention to the following tacts; That so far from occu- 
pying, or intending to occupy, that or any other portion 
of the American territory, aggressions of a serious and 
hostile nature have been made upon the forces under 
my command from that island. ‘Two affidavits are 
now before me, stating that a volley of musketry from 
Grand Island was yesterday fired upon a party of un- 
armed persons, some of whom were females, without 
the slightest provocation having been oflered, ‘That on 
the same day, one of my boats, unarmed by British 
subjects, passing along the American shore, and with- 
out any cause being given, was fired upon trom the 
American side, near Fort Schlosser, by cannon, the 
property, I am told, of the United States, _ ee 

I have also before me the most positive information 
that a steamboat called the Caroline was sold to the pi- 
rates on Navy Island, and loaded with provisions and 
munitions of war, not only within your country, but 
immediately under the notice of the authorities of the 
United States and of the citizens of Buffalo, whom you 
state to have been in commotion, and that these stores 
and munitions were forwarded to Navy Island, for the 
use and assistance of the band of pirates assembled 
there for the purpose of invading and plundering this 
country, and dividing her Britannic majesty’s land 
amongst their deluded followers. I have the honor to 
be, sir, with the highest consideration, your obedient 
servant, ALLEN N. McNABB, 

Col. comm. H. M. forces on the Niagara frontier. 
H. W. Rogers, esq. district attorney, §c. 

Mr. Fillmore asked the date of that document. 

The Clerk answered, the 29th of December. 

Mr. Gray said he had had it read to show that there 
had been some exasperating circumstances, in the 
conduct of the people on the frontier, on the side of 


the United States. 


Mr. Fillmore doubted extremely if any thing had 
taken place upon the part of any portion of the peo- 
ple of the state of New York to justify, or to palli- 
ate, an outrage like that committed by the British 
troops. But that was a point into which it was not 
now his wish to go atall. The letter just read by 
the clerk, at his colleague’s request, was written 
in reply to one from the district attorney as to the 
reported intention of the British to invade Grand 
Island; and in it is the declaration that there was 
no such intention. Now, Mr. F. would call the at- 
tention of the house to the fact that that letter was 
written on the 29th December, and that it was on 
the very night succeeding the date of it that this 
gross outrage was committed on the Caroline. 
Moreover, he would call the attention of the house 
to the weil-authenticated fact, that, after burning 
the boat, and sending it over the falls, the assassins 
were lighted back to McNabb’s camp, where he 
was, in person, by beacons lighted there for that 
purpose. 

Mr. F. certainly deprecated a war with Great Bri- 
tain as sincerely as any gentleman cn thatloor could 
possibly do: and hoped, as earnestly, that these diffi- 
culties would be amicably adjusted between the 
two nations. Yet, he tust say, that the letter of 
McNabb, instead of affording grounds for a pallia- 
tion, was, in reality, a great aggravation of the out~ 
rage. Itheld out to us the assurance that there was 
nothing of the kind to be apprehended, and yet, 
a few hours afterwards, this atrocity was perpetra- 
ted by an officer sent directly from the camp of that 
McNabb. , 

Mr. F. expressed his surprise that there was 
nothing said in his message of the president of the 
United States in regard to the means of protecting 
the forts on that frontier. On the 20th of Decem- 
ber, he (Mr. F.) had informed the secretary of war 
that there was great danger of difficulties arising 
between the Canadians and the people of the states 
residing on that frontier; and he had been then told 
by that officer that all the available foree of the 
country was concentrated at Florida, and that it 
would be impossile to withdraw any portoin of 
them immediately. A fort upon our own frontier 
(Mr. F. said) had been left entirely unguarded; and 
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the cannon had actually been taken away from 
thence, and carried to Grand Island by people there, 
who were thus permitted, by the supineness of this 
government, to provoke war between this country 
and Great Britain. 

Mr. Gray said that he was by no means disposed 
to apologize for the conduct of the British officer, 
or officers, who had caused this outrage upon the 
— and property of American citizens. But 

e was averse, at this time, to precipitating this 
country into a war with Great Britain. 

Mr. Tillinghast hoped and trusted that there was 
no ground for the anticipation that war between the 

United States and Great Britain could possibly arise 
out of this unfortunate affair ; and he also trusted 
that no such feeling would be fostered in that house 
by any thing which gentlemen might feel called 
upon to say. The consequences of such an event 
would indeed be disastrous, as would, indeed, be 
those upon the frontier, were it understood that 
such an event were anticipated by congress. Mr. 
T. confessed that he did not see that there was, 
‘necessarily, any more danger of such an event now 
than before. For he did not see how any one, who 
rightly understands the established feeling between 
the two countries, could possibly imagine that the 
government of Great Britain would ever sanction a 
deliberate murder, committed under such circum- 
stances as those attending the late atrocious act 
upon the northern frontier. It was an act of assas- 
sination—a crime, for which this government had 
the power and the right to insist upon the most 
rigorous punishment of the perpetrators. That 
such a punishment will be inflicted he could not for 
a moment doubt. He could not believe that the 
government of Great Britain will permit an act so 
outrageous to pass withou ‘prompt and efficient 
measures of redress. But, in the mean time, (con- 
tinued Mr. T.,) this highly excited people on the 
northern frontier must not be left to the sway of 
theirown unchecked impulses in this state of affairs. 
Injuries were committed on both sides. Exaspe- 
ration follows ; retaliation comes next, and there 
should be a sufficient force stationed there to pre- 
vent these irregularities, these outbreaks of feeling. 
There should have always been permitted to remain 
there a sufficient force to prevent these disturban- 
ces. If the necessity for this was not foreseen, at 
least since it has been impending, it should have 
been cared for. The arms of the United States left 
unguarded, her posts neglected, and no force left 
there to protect them against pillage and violence— 
all this certainly shows great and culpable neglect 
on the part of our government. But, at all events, 
this subject (Mr. T. remarked) is now before the 
house in « proper form for its action, and he hoped 
that that action would be prompt and decisive.— 
He was in favor of the motion of Mr. Thompson to 
refer the several portions of the message to the two 
committees named. 

Mr. Howard accepted the suggestion as a modifi- 
cation of his own motion. 

Mr. Bronson, of N. Y., regretted to perceive that 
there was as great a disposition, in some quarters, 
to make war upon the administration, as, in others, 
to pursue a hostile course towards Great Britain. 
For himself, he could not see wherein the adminis- 
tration had been at all to blame in the matter. How 
was the administration to be blamed because the 
Canadians had come across the lines and made war 
upon some of the citizens of the United States? 
Until within thirty days there had been no hostile 
demonstrations on that frontier. No one had sup- 
posed, until very recently, that there would be any 
occasion there for troops. Every thing was quiet 
and peaceful on that border forty days ago. And 
now, gentlemen say that government is to blame 
because that frontier is not fortified and garrisoned. 
He would ask the gentlemen of the south why this 
is so. Is it not because the whole force of the 
couutry is concentrated at the south, and protecting 
that frontier, as, indeed, they rightfully should be 
doing? Why is this? Why is there no adequate 
force at the north? Because, until now, there has 
existed no necessity for their presence there; and 
it has been absolutely impossible to withdraw troops 
from the south for that service, if such necessity 
had existed. He, himself, had represented the 
great need of such measures, had they been practi- 
cable, and every thing that could be done, has been 
done, to protect that frontier. And he repeated, 
that he could not possibly conceive wherein the ad- 
ministration had shown itself blameworthy in the 
affair. 

He would say a single word as to the allegation 
that the measures of the government were charac- 
terized by tameness, in reference to this question. 
He would remind gentlemen of the old proverb, 
that «‘they who live in glass houses must not throw 
stones.” And he saked, supposing that it should 
turn out that this government were in a “ glass 





house,” in this matter? Suppose it should turn out 
that some of our own people had raised, upon Navy 
Island, the flag of revolution, “of piracy,” as 
McNabb calls it, against the British government, — 
and that this same steamboat Caroline had been en- 
gaged in carrying munitions of war, provisions, 
and men, to aid the forces on that island, against 
the government,—perhaps there might have been 
something previous to the destruction of that boat 
to palliate its destruction. He disclaimed any in- 
tention of justifying the outrages committed upon 
that occasion, but he thought it best to suggest that 
there might be some palliative circumstance, which 
were not yet all known. He was for a calm and 
dispassionate inquiry into the whole case. 
Mr. Rhett, of South Carolina, observed that it 
was the first duty of those who would speak upon 
the agitating subject before the house, to inquire, 
who was to blame in this affair? The blame had 
by some gentleman been laid at the door of the ad- 
ministration, but surely without just cause. There 
was no force at its disposal; in fact, there was not 
one regular soldier on the ground, and those officers 
of the government to whom it had a right to look 
for the preservation of our neutrality had been 
among the most forward in contributing to the ex- 
isting state of things on that frontier. We had 
none to blame but ourselves. A rebel chief, a fugi- 
tive from his country, had crossed the frontier, and 
in open day, by violent and inflammatory speeches, 
had instigated American citizens to take up arms. 
This individual, a traitor in the view of the British 
authorities had been permitted openly to recruit 
men in the public streets of Buffalo. And this 
while we were at peace with the British nation and 
its government. as this all? No. A body of 
men, 99 out of 100 of whom were Americans, had 
gone over upon a neutral island, and established 
themselves in a hostile attitude, and in open defi- 
ance of the British government and of the laws of 
nations. Under such a state of things, Great Bri- 
tain could not look to the inefficiency of the powers 
of our executive to prevent such aggressions ; it 
would look at the fact alone. We were bound to 
control our citizens, and were responsible for their 
conduct. Besides, there was kept up a constant 
communication with this insurgent body from the 
American shore, from which they were supplied 
with provisions and munitions of war, and this boat 
which had been destroyed, it was said, had been 
engaged in an intercourse of this very character. 
Before he could be in circumstances to pronounce 
any opinion on the character of the transaction 
which had created so great a sensation among our 
re he must first know the fact, whether that 
oat was engaged in carrying over to Navy Island 
articles contraband of war. If she was, Mr. R. 
would not say that the representatives of the Bri- 
tish government bad no right to seize and destroy 
her. At all events, it was a gallant enterprise, and 
if he had been in the situation ¢f col. McNabb, and 
had reason to believe that the boat was engaged in 
such a proceeding, he believed he should have done 
the saine, and so, he suspected, would any other 
man of auy intrepidity. 

Gentlemen ought not to forget the ground taken 
by general Jackson with the Spanish authorities at 
Pensacola, and maintained so ably by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, then secretary of state. Then 
we held, that if the Spanish officers received refu- 
gees from the American lines and suffered them to 
remain and to have protection within Spanish for- 
tresses, we had a right to seize upon them by the 
strong hand. Gentlemen must all remember how 
many Indians were found there when Pensacola 
was taken. Were we not now in a similar situa- 
tion with Spain? Had not we received, cherished, 
and encouraged refugees from Canada, and suffer- 
ed them to muster men and arms within our own 
territory? Mr. R. insisted that this nation was in 
the wrong. Our own people, without any authori- 
ty or permission from their own government, had 
plunged into this Canadian contest : on them rest- 
ed the responsibility, and not on congress or the 
administration. And he would here declare, in his 
place, that it would be to our lasting shame and 
dishonor, should we be driven into a war under 
such circumstances. Ina state of profound peace 
between the two nations, our citizens had risen up 
and invaded the soil of a British province with the 


government existing there. What should we think 
were the case our own, and British citizens 
were to gather upon our frontier with the avowed 

urpose of extinguishing our republican institutions? 
Would we tolerate such an attempt for a moment? 
Never. Before, then, we wrought ourselves up 
into fury for imaginary wrongs, let us look at the 
matter fairly, and mark with whom the aggression 
lies. He was not going to waron any such ground. 
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enough for one generation to incur for wa 
the national honor demanded it in the clear 
ner. Until we knew the facts of this affair, no ma 
could express a correct opinion—but appearanc . 
were clearly against us. He was for preserving om 
honorable bearing toward a friendly power maa 
treating it with that fairness and just consideratig 
which we should demand from ethers. [f a 
should ensue from what had thus far transpired, jt 
would not be because of any aggressions now ery. 
lained of, but from a spirit of defiance and menace 
Put too recklessly, he thought, indulged upon that 
floor. 
Mr. Menefee next addressed the chair, but the 
first part of his remarks were inaudible at our re. 
porter’s desk. He was understood to press for the 
consideration of the existing juncture of affajrs 
with calmness anddignity. The act of those who 
destroyed the Caroline had not been avowed by the 
British authority: it was thus far merely an jp. 
choate state of things: and it was incumbent on that 
house to set to the country an example of mod. 
eration and of a statesman-like manner of viewin> 
and of discussing a topic on whichso much excite. 
ment had unfortunately been already manifested. 
He regretted to hear sentiments advanced and de. 
clarations made here, which were calculated to 
have, on the people of the United States, an infly. 
ence of the worst kind. It was to be presumed, ag 
a thing of course, that this nation would vindicate, 
at all times, its own rights, and these of every one 
of its citizens: but he was opposed to uttering bra- 
vadoes beforehand as to what deeds of daring we 
would do in the way of vengeance and punishment, 
Inasmuch as the language and feelings manifested 
in this house were calculated to give tone to pub. 
lic feeling generally, he must protest against the 
introduction, at this stage of affairs, of a belligerant 
spirit that might lead to passion in legislation. Gen- 
tlemen ought to reflect that here was no great 
principle at stake, no right of search, no question 
of blockade, none of those great and essential ques- 
tions of international policy or rigbts which might 
justify a resort to force: and he should be utterly 
unwilling to see two countries like Great Britain 
and the United States precipated into a war by the 
excited passions of men acting without the author- 
ity of either government. But he had no such fears. 
We were going to have no war with England; and 
it might be as well to proclaim it now as at any 
other time. The remotest fears of such an issue 
were in his view perfectly preposterous: it was not 
to be thought of. & i 
Gentlemen seemed to forget who Great Britain 
and the United States were in the scale of nations. 
They forget that a resort to war was now growing 
unfashionable, and that nations were beginning to 
regulate their intercourse and to settle their occa- 
sional differences on grander principles than those 
of mere physical and relative force—the noble prin- 
ciples of civil liberty, justice, and the advance of 
civilization. It would be to make war on the spirit 
of the age, if, by a sort of legislative madness, gen- 
tlemen should insist on precipitating us into a Na- 
tional contest for matters like the present. but 
they never could do it; they could not force a war 
between two such nations, standing, as they did 
toward the rest of the world, ss they could first 
roll back the spirit of the age. These nations ha¢, 
it is true, fought against each other; but even In 
the midst of their contest, there were still so many 
kindred principles in the bosoms of both, as to = 
umph over their temporary hostility, and unite 


tion of the species. Why, then, would gentlemen, 
under an imperfect and doubtful state of — 
tion, on grounds of acknowledged passion, rat a 
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a cause much deeper than the seizure of this steam- 
boat Caroline, to produce the existing state of - 
citement among our people. The severe 
the United States had, by indirection, forced on “ 
country the difficulties under which it was now 
ring. ae 
7M MC. now held, here in his place, and the “ - 
civilized world would hold this administration fl 
countable, toa most atrocious extent, for sos 
consequences should grow out of what bad pve 
ed on the frontier. For what had been ifs jo 
in regard to the government of Mexico, with w at 
as with Great Britain, this country was at a his 
It was an ungrateful task to a man who ae “ 
country to prove that it was in fault: but _ of the 
manded it. He charged the governmen hg 
United States with having, during the nas “n 
years, been guilty of the most dwerel ‘tions 
cowardly non-enforcement of the neutra te ‘athe 
it owedtoa foreign government to be foun 
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ihere in the whole western and southwestern por- 
‘on of the union in which the enlistment of men, 
. some other hostile preparation, had not been 
ving on with a view tothe invasion of that coun- 
tr and a forcible interference in her contest with 
the revolted Fa esi of Texas. It was very true 
that, in word, in form, the thing was discouraged, 
orders were issued er pinges it. Yet, the officers 
of the government had not only connived at, but al- 
most become, themselves, parties to such a course 
of conduct. Now if this conduct, on the part of the 
American government, could terminate on those 
who were its authors, Mr. M. would say, let them 
odown to merited infamy: he had no tears to shed 
over their fall: but it was not so: the nation, its 
honor and its interest, were involved. Instead of 
observing, with scrupulous care, the obligations of 
our neutral position, obligations which the very 
weakness of that infant republic entrusted to our 
honor as much as to our duty, the government of 
this country had encouraged a lawless spirit among 
our own people, which availed itself of that which 
ought to have addressed our magnanimity as the 
means of violating the sacredness of treaties, and 
trampling onthe rights ofa nation with whom we 
were in profound peace and amity. 

The gentleman from South Carolina had laid all 
the blame of the present difficulty on the people of 
the United States alone; but Mr. M. contended 
that much of the blame was jusily due to the im- 
punity, and even indirect encouragement which 
they had met with at the hands of their own go- 
vernment in open breaches of the law of nations 
and the sacred obligation of treaties. But the time 
was now come *when these violations of neutral- 
ity must have an erd. And Mr. M. had as lief 
that this should be effected by a regard to the dig- 
nity and the power of the British government as in 
any other way. We were now likely to be brought 
to our senses. We had met with an equal, and 
that equality would be so presented to our conside- 
ration as to force us to look at our own course of 
action. It was better, better for us, that the infa- 
my of our conduct towards a government on our 
southwestern frontier should at once be openly ex- 
posed, than reluctantly confessed after the national 
strength and resources should have been frittered 
away by a profitless contest. On this administra- 
tion must rest the responsibility of having violated 
all that was statesmanlike and all that was moral. 

But Mr. M. had no purpose to enter into a dis- 

cussion of this matter now; let us first have all 
the facts, we were not prepared to act with under- 
standing, and he was unwilling to have the nation 
precipitated into a false position either by the 
friends or the enemies of the administration. He 
desired to have the national honor stand like a 
mighty mountain, with its peak above the clouds ; 
but never would this be if its foundation, instead of 
resting on the everlasting rock of justice and truth, 
was based on the quicksands and the floods of pas- 
sion, and of rash and headlong excitement. He 
longed to see a total regeneration of the adminis- 
tration of our country in its whole course of con- 
duct towards foreign powers. 
_Mr. Waddy Thompson rose in reply. He be- 
lieved that he had heretofore given some evidence 
to the house that he was not over anxious to hurry 
the country into a war, and some evidence of firm- 
ness in daring to protest against what he believed 
to be unjust. And in the few remarks he had made 
when last up, he had endeavored to say, in as 
strong language as he knew how to use, that none 
could look with more earnest deprecation toward a 
war with England, as infinitely injurious to both 
nations; yet he held that there were alternatives 
Which would induce him to submit to extermina- 
tion, ay, to the destruction of the world, before he 
Would consent to dishonor. He had been astonish- 
ed to hear the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
Menefee ) say that in this case there was no prin- 
ciple involved. Great God! were they to be told 
on that floor that American citizens, within the 
tes of American jurisdiction, might be murdered 
in their sleep by foreign mercenaries, aud yet no 
Principle involved ? 

Mr. Menefee asked whether the gentleman knew 
Such to be the facts of the case? 

Mr. T. said he had spoken, from the first, ex- 
ere on the hypothesis that the account which 
be: house had received (of the outrage at Schlos- 
wees atrue account. He trusted in God there 
veal be no necessity for war: he prayed as de- 
a Y that it might be averted as any other mem- 
acta house; but ifthe alleged outrages had 
tus rd been perpetrated, then we had but one al- 
Be lost redress or war. He should hold himself 
he heli” every principle of personal honor, could 
as it any other sentiment. The statement, such 
ecutive’ had been sent to that house from the ex- 

lve department: it was prima facie evidence : 





but he trusted it would turn out not to be true; at 
least, not to the full extent. The conduct of our 
own people, how blameable soever, could furnish 
no excuse, scarce an extenuation of conduct so 
outrageous. Gentlemen had reproached the ad- 
ministration as being chargeable with this peppy 2A 
state of things by its neglect of the frontier. God 
knew that amidst the perpetually changing phases 
of the times, where, indeed, nothing seemed to be 
certain but change, he little expected to become 
the apologist of the administration : but he felt that 
as great a change must pass upon himself before 
he could fail to defend this administration against 
a foreign power. 

Mr. T. never would consent to surrender the na- 
tional honor. He never could use a question of 
national wrong as an instrument to break down 
even this administration. He believed the charge 
of having neglected the frontier to be unfounded. 
All had been done by the government which, with 
its means, could be done. Letter on letter had 
been addressed to the district attorney, urging him 
to be vigilant in the application of the laws against 
all violations of neutrality. Had the executive 
any preventive power? He was glad his colleague 
(Mr. Rhett) had not laid this charge at the door of 
the administration, but at that of the people on our 
northern frontier ; and in this he agreed with him 
in opinion. As to the dereliction of the govern- 
ment in not enforcing our neutrality with Mexico, 
the same difficulty occurred. Who could forbid a 
man’s expatriating himself, and going to reside in 
Texas. if such were his pleasure! Or who could 
forbid him fo carry with him whatever he pleased ? 
It was very true that treaties were the supreme 
law of the land, and it was the duty of all to observe 
them with the most sacred regard. But there was 
no such thing as executing a Jaw against the pub- 
lic will. All had been done by the government 
which could be done; but where there were neither 
informers to lodge a complaint, nor grand juries to 
bring in a bill, how could offenders be brought to 
punishment? 

Mr. T. regretted the conduct of persons on the 
frontier; it had been undoubtedly criminal: it had 
produced a state of things which had been well 
summed up by a speaker in the other end of the cap- 
itol, who said that the people were at war while 
their governments were at peace. But how was 
the right of expatriation, and of volunteering in the 
service of another nation or a portion of it, as had 
been done by ,De Kalb and Lafayette,in our own 
revolution, to be put down? But allowing all this 
to be ever so wrong, great God! what a difference 
was there between such a state of things and the 
case of a band of armed men attacking a helpless, 


unarmed company in the unsuspecting hours of 


sleep, and massacreing them amidst cries for quar- 
ter? He trusted that the fact was not so: he mts 
there were great mitigations of its atrocity: but 
where things of this kind were once commenced 
among a people mutually irritated and inflamed 
against each other there was no telling where it 
was to end. 

Mr. T. said he had the fullest confidence that the 
whole affair would be so conducted as to preserve, 
inviolate the national honor. Though he was, and 
ever had been, opposed to this administration, he 
had no doubt that such would be the case. Possi- 
bly the secretary of state had, upon the whole, gone 
far enough; but what Mr. T. meant to say was, that, 
if all was true which had been stated by the com- 
mander of the steamboat, and the secretary had 
gone farther in his communication than he did, Mr. 
T. was ready to sustain him. Thus much he con- 
sidered due to himself; but he knew nothing of the 
actual facts in the case. He desired the executive 
communication might be referred, and the matter 
thoroughly investigated. 

Mr. Wise hoped this discussion would stop. This 
was not the time to discuss a question of peace and 
war with Great Britain. It was admitted on all 
hands that the house had not the facts before it; 
nor had the hostile acts on either side been 
avowed by the respective governments. He fear- 
ed there was war de facto though none had been 
declared. They heard of wars, and rumors of 
wars; war with Mexico, war with England, war 
with the abolitionists; but he greatly feared the end 
was not yet. He feared that there were, at this mo- 
ment, four individuals in the United States who had 
it in their power to place us at war with Great Bri- 
tain at any moment. Hereferred to the president, 
the secretary of war, the governor of New York, 
and the major general who had been sent upon the 
lines. 

The question should be treated with more delica- 
cy than some gentlemen seemed to suppose. In 
what a situation should we be placed if the militia 
should be called out for the defence of the frontier? 
The president, as he had told the house in his mes- 


sage, had no power to prevent, beforehand, aggres- 
sions by our citizens on the British territory or sub- 
jects, and it was here saida man might expatriate 
himself when he pleased, and take what he pleased 
with him. The patriots, therefore, could get sup- 
plies, men and munitions, from the Ainerican side, 
nor could our people be withheld from crossing in 
any numbers. © But as soon as the British should do 
the same, there were the militia to oppose them. If 
this state of things was to take place, it was war, 
war de facto. : 

As tothe question who was in the wrong, he 
should not now gointo it. He agreed, in part, with 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Menefee,) that 
the government had beén remiss in restraining men 
from passing into the Mexican territory. He had 
heard no executive call for more power to prevent 
men from going over the lines at that end of the 
union. 

But though this may, to some extent, be one 
cause of what we now heard, there were others of 
more ancient date, which lay deeper in the breasts 
of the people onthe frontier. There was still rank- 
ling at their heart the memory of their houses burnt, 
their estates ravaged, and their kindred slain, in the 
late war with Great Britain. All the prejudices 
growing out of such a state of things were now 
called up and revived, and on the smallest provoca- 
tion, were ready with the cry “to arms!” This 
was, to some extent, the apology for the violence 
of the feelings which now agitated that portion of 
theunion. Thus far the government had recogniz- 
ed none of the hostile acts on either side; he 
trusted it would discourage and take effectual means 
to prevent them. He could not, as yet, hold .the 
government of Great Britain responsible for what 
had taken place; and he had no doubt that enough 
of wisdom and prudence would pervade the coun- 
cils of both countries to prevent the occurrence of 
war. He knew, however, that it was a delicate and 
unpopular course to hold pacific language at such 
a time. The time for arguing the question had 
not, however, yet arrived; and to put an end toa 
discussion which was premature, he moved the 
previous gestion. 

The house seconded the call, ayes 80, noes 77. 

The previous question was then put and carried, 
and the main question recurring on referring so 
much of the message as related to an appropria- 
tion of money to the committee of ways and means 
and the residue to the committee on foreign affairs, 
it was agreed to without account. 

Another message was also received from the pres- 
ident of the United States, transmitting the follow- 
ing: 

Draper tecesid of state, Washington Jan. 8, 1838. 

The secretary of state, to whom have been refer- 
red certain resolutions of the house of representa- 
tives, dated the 5th inst., the second of which re- 
quests the president of the United States to com- 
municate to that body “copies of all instructions to 
the officers of the government of the United States, 
and all correspondence with them with the gover- 
nors of any of the states, and with the government 
and officers of Mexico and of Great Britain, concer- 
ning the preservation of the neutrality of the Unit- 
ed States in the civil wars and insurrections in 
Mexico, and in any of the British provinces north 
of the United States, since the year 1829; and par- 
ticularly of a letter from the late president of the 
United States to the secretary of the territory of 
Arkansas, dated on or about the 10th of December, 
1830, has the honor to report to the president the 
accompanying papers, embracing all the instruc- 
tions and correspondence requested by the resolu- 
tion above cited, not already published, * with the 
exception of the letter from the late 
the United States to the secretary of the territory 
of Arkansas, said to be dated about the 10th of De- 
cember, 1830. The files of this department have 
been carefully examined, but no letter has been 
found from the late president to the secretary of Ar- 
kansas. 

Respectfully submitted, JOHN FORSYTH. 

[The documents accompanying this report will 
be hereafter published. ] 

The Speaker laid before the house a message 
from the president of the United States, transmit- 
ting a report from the secretary of state in answer 
to a resolution of that body of the 5th instant, re- 
questing the president to communicate any addi- 
tional information in his possession endangering 
the amicable relations between this government and 
that of Great Britain, &c. 





*See Document No. 256, 24th congress, Ist ses- 
sion a“ és 105, 6 “« 4 « 

And Document No. 2. accompanying the mes- 
sage of the president of the opening of the 2d ses- 
sion of the 24th congress. 





Document No. 139, 24th congress, 2d session, 
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Also, a message from the president of the United 

States transmitting reports from the secretary of 
staterand the secretary of the navy, respecting fhe 
capture and restoration of the Mexican brig of war 
the General Urrea, in answer to a resolution of the 
house of the 5th inst. 
_ Mr. Davee, of Maine, asked general consent to 
introduce a resolution to request of the president to 
communicate any information in his possession con- 
cerning the detention and imprisonment of Mr. 
Greely by the British authorities at Fredericton, 
(New Brunswick,) and what measures have been 
taken to procure his release, &c. 

The reception of this motien at this time bein 
objected to, Mr. D. moved to suspend the rules to 
allow him to move it. The house refused to sus- 
pend its rules for that propose, two-thirds not sus- 
taining the motion. 

The remainder of the sitting was occupied in the 
reception of petitions, and resolutions. Among them 
were the following. 

Mr. John Quincy Adams presented a memorial of 
Jeremiah Day and other citizens of the town of N. 
Haven, in the state of Connecticut, setting forth 
that certain laws originating in the power of the 
British government while these states were colo- 
nies yet remain in force within the District of Co- 
lumbia, which permit in many instances, without 
any pretence of crime, the forcible and final separa- 
tion of husbands from wives, and of parents from 
children, and praying congress so to-modify the ex- 
isting laws as to protect the domestic relations of 
all the inhabitants of the District of Columbia from 
outrage; and Mr, Adams moved that the said memo- 
rial be referred to a select committee. 

The speaker decided that the subject-matter of the 
said memorial came within the provisions of the or- 
der of the house of the 21st December, and would 
therefore lie on the table. And the memorial was 
laid on the table accordingly. 

Petitions were presented by Mr. Wise and Mr. 
Naylor, from the workmen lately employed on the 
ship Pennsylvania, and from citizens of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, praying for an appropriation 
to ping «ri the frigate Raritan, now on the stocks 
at the Philadelphia navy yard. Referred to the 
committee on naval afiairs. 

Mr. Naylor also presented the memorial of W. 
Sandgram and 106 others, citizens of Philadelphia, 
praying for an appropriation for establishing a dry 
dock at the navy yard, in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Naylor lek presented several petitions from 
the citizens of Philadelphia, for the abolition of sla- 
very and the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia, which were laid on the table under the standing 
resolution of the house. 

Mr. Patton, of Virginia, presented the memorial 
of the Native American association of Washington, 
signed by nearly one thousand persons, praying that 
congress will pass an act repealing the acts now in 
force providing for the naturalization of foreigners, 
or so to modify them as may seem best calculated 
to secure to the native citizens of the United States 
the full enjoyment of the privileges and rights which 
they are justly entitled to under the constitution.— 
And also to make ample provisions by law for the 
protection of the United States from any future in- 
flux of foreign paupers and convicts. 

Mr. Patton moved to refer this memorial to the 
committre on the judiciary; which was ordered. 

Mr. Lincoln, of Mass., moved the following in- 
structions to that committee: 

With instructions to consider the expediency of 
revising and so amending the laws on the subject 
of the naturalization of foreigners, as to require a 
longer terin of residence in the United States pre- 
vious to their admission to the rights of American 
citizenship; and greater checks and securities against 
frauds in the means and process of obtaining natu- 
ralization. 

And further to consider the propriety and expe- 
diency of providing by law against the introduction 
into the United States of vagrants and paupers, de- 
ported from foreign countries, for whom no place of 
residence and means of employment, and certain 
support fora reasonable time after their arrival, have 
been previously prepared: and of requiring that the 
owners and masters of vessels by whom such per- 
sons shall be brought into the country shail be held 
liable for their relief, if left in distress, for 
months after their being landed. 

Mr. Lincoln intimating a wish to address the 
house on the subject of these instructions, the whole 
subject was laid over one day under the rule. 

A large number of petitions were presented for 
the prohibition of the domestic slave trade—for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia, &c., all of which were laid on the ta- 
ble, under the order of the house. 

Several petitions against the annexation of Texas 
were also received and laid on the table. 





Several resolutions of minor importance were pre- 
sented and referred. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the department of war, in compliance with 
the provisions of the 5th section of the act of March 
3d, 1809, transmitting a report from the second au- 
ditor, showing the expenditures of the appropriation 
for the contingent expenses of the military establish- 
ment during 1837. 

Also, a copy of the record of the proceedings of 
the court of inquiry held at Fredericktown in relation 
to the operations against the Seminoles and Creek 
Indians, called for by a revolution of the house of 
the 4th of October last. 

And then the house adjourned. 





AFFAIRS IN CANADA. 
From the Washington Globe. 
Department of state, Washington, Dec. 7, 1837. 

Str: A contest having commenced in a territory 
of Great Britain adjoining the United States, be- 
tween portions of the population and government, 
during’ which attempts may be made to violate the 
laws of the United States, passed to preserve the 
relations of amity with foreign powers, and to fulfil 
the obligations of our treaties with them, by the 
directions of the president, I have the honor to re- 
quest the attention of your excellency to any move- 
ments of that character that may be contemplated 
in the state of New York, and your prompt inter- 
ference to arrest the parties concerned, if any pre- 
parations are made, of a hostile nature, against any 
foreign powerin amity with the United States. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
To his excellency William L. Marcy, governor of 
New York. 

[Norre.—Similar letters were addressed on the 

same day to the governors of Vermont and Michi- 


gan.] 


Department of stale, Washington, Dec.7, 1837. 

Srr: In the course of the contest which has com- 
menced in a part of the territory of Great Britain, 
between portions of the population and the govern- 
ment, some of our citizens may, from their connex- 
ion with the settlers, and from their love of enter- 
prise and desire of change, be induced to forget 
their daty to their own government, and its obliga- 
tions to foreign powers. It is the fixed determina- 
tion of the president faithfully to discharge, so far 
as his power extends, all the obligations of this 
government, and that obligation especially which 
requires that we shall abstain, under every tempta- 
tion, from intermeddling with the domestic disputes 
of other nations. You are, therefore, earnestly en- 
joined to be attentive to all movements of a hostile 
character contemplated or attempted within your 
district, and to prosecute, without discrimination, 
all violators of those laws of the United States 
which have been enacted to preserve peace with 
foreign powers, and to fulfil all the obligations of 
our treaties with them. I am, sir, your obedient 
servant, JOHN FORSYTH. 
Nathaniel S. Benton, esq. district attorney of the U. 

States for the northern district of New York. 

fNore.—Similar letters were addressed on the 
same day to the district attorneys of the United 
States for the districts of Vermont and Michigan. } 


Department of state, Washington, Dec. 20, 1837. 

Str: Information has been received from a source 
which entitles it to attention, that, after the battle 
of St. Charles, which took place some time since, 
many of the insurgents who fled from that and 
other places in Canada, collected at Swanton and 
Highgate, in the state of Vermont, and that citi- 
zens of the United States furnished them with three 
pieces of cannon, some small arms, powder, lead, 
and other munitions of war; and, that having been 
thus furnished, the insurgents, on the 6th of the 
present month, made a descent into Canada, where 
they were met by a party of royalists and routed, 
with the loss of two pieces of cannon, one of the 
party being killed and others wounded, and that the 
remainder returned to Swanton. The president di- 
rects that you institute an immediate inquiry into 
the facts thus stated, and if they should be found to 
be correct, and susceptible of proof, that you com- 
mence legal proceedings against all such persons as 
appear to have been concerned in violating the law 
for the preservation of the neutral relations of the 
United States. You are also directed to exercise 
constant vigilance, during the pending contest, and 
to take all proper steps to prevent the recurrence 
of acts similar to those into which you now called 
upon to examine. ‘ 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

Daniel Kellogg, esq. United States district atiorney, 





Rockingham, Vermont. 





——$<$<—<—__———~ 
P.S. A circular letter, of which a copy is en 
closed, has been addressed by the secretary of the 
treasury to each of the collectors of the customs of 
the United States, bordering on the Canadian fron 
tiers, requiring them and their officers to cO-operate 
with the district attorneys, and other United States 
officers, in all legal modes for the preservation of 
the neutrality of the government and people of this 
country during the disturbances in Canada. 


Department of state, Washington, Dec. 21, 1837 

Sir: Information has been received from a source 
entitling it to attention, that McKenzie and Rolfe 
leaders of the insurgents in Upper Canada, were jy, 
the city of Bufialo on the 12th of the present 
month, with the object, it was understood, of solj- 
citing aid in the shape of men and munitions of 
war; that they were that night to have a meeting in 
the theatre; that three popular meetings in favor of 
the insurgents had already been held which were 
numerously attended; and that there was a stron 
feeling favorable to them in that place, which it was 
apprehended would lead to the organization of a 
force for the purpose of rendering them assistance. 

The president directs that you institute an jim- 
mediate inquiry into the facts thus stated, and 
the subsequent movements connected therewith.— 
Should there have been any violation of the law 
susceptible of proof, you will commence legal pro- 
ceedings against all such persons as appear to have 
been concerned. You are also directed to exercise 
constant vigilance during the pending contest, and 
to take all proper steps to prevent the recurrence 
of acts similar to those into which you are now 
called upon to examine. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
To Nathaniel S. Benion, esq., attorney of the United 
States for the northern district of New York. 

P. 8S. Since the above was written, a letter has 
been received by the president from the mayor of 
Buffalo, containing information which cails for im- 
mediate attention. You will, therefore, proceed 
with the marshal of the district immediately to 
Buffalo, and institute legal proceedings against all 
such persons as shall appear to have violated the 
laws of the United States. 





ADDRESS OF THE HON. W. L. MAY. 
From the Madisonian of Dec. 23, 1837. 

Mr. ALLEN—Sir: You will discover that the en- 
closed communication was prepared for publication 
in the ‘‘ Globe,” and that the editor of that paper 
has declined giving it an insertion for reasons which 
may be satisfactory to himself, but which will hard- 
ly be received in that light by an impartial commu- 
nity after his publication of the proceedings of the 
convention assailing my reputation. For this rea- 
son I am compelled to ask you to insert my reply 
in your paper. Respectfully, , 

W.L. MAY. 


Washington city, December 18, 1837. 
To the editors of the Globe: 

GENTLEMEN: I deem it my duty to notice the 
account of a convention holden at Peoria, Illinois, 
on the 29th November last, and published in your 
paper of the 11th instant. 

Had the members of that convention confined 
their attention to the ostensible object for which 
they were assembled, and had they contented them- 
selves with publishing their proceedings only in the 
district of country where the convention was held, 
no notice of them would have been deemed neces- 
sary. In Illinois the character of those who com- 
posed the convention is too well known to have 
rendered it incumbent on me to bestow a single 
thought upon them, but when for the sake of pro- 
ducing effect abroad, their proceedings are promul- 
gated to the world through the columns of the 
Globe, it is due tothe community at large, as well 
as to myself, that a plain statement of facts should 
be maze, and the public mind thus disabused. 

The object of this convention was said to have 
been the selection of a candidate for congress in the 
district now represented by me. 

Iam far from denying the rights of the people to 
adopt any mode they may deem most expedient 1n 
the selection of candidates to represent them, but 
may be permitted to suggest that conventions, they 
are gotten up at present, are liable to the most ser 
ous objections. 3 

It is very seldom that the people themselves —” 
ercise any agency in these matters, and the off! . 
holders and office seekers, with a degree of patrio 
ism, which is worthy of all praise, generally consen® 
to relieve them from this trouble. The Peoria con 
vention, so far as I have been informed, does DO" 
form an exception to the usual practice of er chat 
ing and holding conventions, and the people in tha', 
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as in most other similar instances, scarcely knew of 
its existence untilits proceedings were published to 
the world. Iam aware that my present opinionson 
the subject of conventions may appear to conflict 
with those heretofore expressed by me, but such is 
not really the fact. 

In my first canvass for a seat in congress I advo- 
cated a national convention for the selection of a 

residential candidate, because in that election a 
mnajority of all the votes given was requisite to a 
choice, and becayse in the event of there being no 
choice made by the electors, (a thing very likely to 
happen when more than two candidates were pre- 
sented) the people lost the right to vote again, and 
the election in that case devolved upon the house of 
representatives. But in all cases where a plurality 
of votes elect, and where the people themselves can- 
not fail to make a choice, I consider a resort to the 
practice of conventions, as they are usually managed, 
subversive of the principles of our government, and 
a flagrant invasion of the dearest of all civil rights 
to an American citizen—the free and unbiassed ex- 
ercise of the elective franchise. 

A national convention secures to the people the 
power of electing the chief magistrate, but the con- 
verse of the proposition is true,in regard to all other 
conventions, because, if the behests of such conven- 
tions are followed, it takes from the people the right 
of choosing those who are to administer public af- 
fairs. Why may not the people as well allow the 
convention at once to elect the representative to con- 

ress and thus save themselves the trouble of think- 
ing or attending the poles to vote, as to feel bound to 
support the pretensions of whomsoever that conven- 
tion may present to them for their suffrages? Can 
any man pretend that he is an independent elector, 
when he casts his vote in obedience to the bidding of 
those who assume to judge for him? And what, let 
me ask, becomes of your boasted freedoin, when you 
thus tamely surrender the right of thought and of 
action, and consent to be led by a set of designing 
demagogues and office seekers, who consult only 
their own advancement. 

Again, can that man who feels and knows that he 
is indebted to a few managing politicians for a con- 
ventional nomination, aot who upon that nomina- 
tion succeeds in his election, be a faithful and inde- 
pendent representative of the whole body of the 
people? 

On the contrary, will he not feel bound first to 
consult the interests of the few, to whose officious 
agency he owes his elevation, in preference to the 
interests of the many? 

Another objection to the convention system, and 
one which, in my opinion, ought to have great 
weight is, the very limited number of persons that 
attend the primary assemblies. In. the county of 
my residence, where there are 3,000 voters, only 
twenty-seven persons attended the meeting for ap- 
pointing delegates. Those twenty-seven persons 
then actually take it upon themselves to act without 
the shadow of authority for the remaining 2,973 
voters. 

_ In other counties I am told that the primary meet- 
ings were scarcely more numerously attended, and 
this I the more readily believed from recognizing in 
one of the chief members of that convention, who as- 
sumed to represent Morgan county, a renegade 
whig, who, but a few short months since, was clam- 
orous for a Bank of the United States, and equally 
so against’ general Jackson. I allude particularly 
to Mr. Lamborn, the person who reported the pre- 
amble and resolutions adopted by the convention, 
and who, until very recently, was known only as a 
boisterous whig. It is true that he professed to have 
joined the administration previous to the last general 
election in Illinois, for the purpose, as it was suppos- 
ed, at that time, of being run for the general assem- 
bly on the Jackson ticket, yet so little confidence 
was generally entertained in his political integrity, 
that the Jackson men thought it advisable to allow 
him to remain at home. He now comes forward as 
one of the champions of the sub-treasury scheme, 
and, with the zeal of a new convert, is for pursuin 
with fire and faggot, all who venture to think suc 
a measure of dangerous tendency, and who oppose 
it from the most solemn convictions of public duty. 
It is obvious to the most superficial observer, that 
since a course of experiments has been adopted and 
persisted in, in regard to our currency, our condi- 
tion has been growing from bad to worse. 

It is also true that, Mr. Lamborn thought, not two 
years since, a Bank of the United States could alone 
restore the country to its wonted prosperity. What 
reasons he can have for now believing that the adop- 
tion of the sub- treasury scheme and the consequent 
downfall of all banks will remove the cruel calami- 
ties under which the people are now groaning, is 
not for me to say. : ‘ 

' If he can point out the particular benefits that are 
© result from the adoption of that plan, he will do 


| 





more than has yet been accomplished, and earn for 
himself, a reputation equal in point of political saga- 
city to his well known habits of mendacity and want 
of moral rectitude. Among other things in the pre- 
amble reported to the convention, he says— 

*« And whereas the enemies of popular rights and 
equal 5 pee Ne are ever watchful, zealous, and 
active, in producing discord and division in the de- 
mocratic ranks, by which they may succeed in ele- 
vating their own men, measures, and principles: 

‘¢ And whereas the aristocracy of wealth is array- 
ed with all its power and influence against the de- 
mocracy of numbers : 

‘¢ And whereas a desperate struggle is now being 
made to reduce the people and their government to 
a state of dependence upon and vassalage to a U. 
States bank, or a combination of moneyed institu- 
tions, that would be alike destructive to our happi- 
ness aud prosperity, and subversive of the principles 
of our republican system of government.” 

Thus admitting that only afew short months since 
he was the enemy of popularrights. If he has now 
become the friend of popular rights, so much the 
better; but pure and patriotic as he now pretends to 
be, there are those who still distrust the sincerity of 
his profession. 

In the district represented by me thereare thirty- 
five counties, sixteen only of which were represent- 
ed in the convention, and of those sixteen it may be 
safely averred, that not one-twentieth part of the 
people participated in the election of the dignitaries 
that formed that convention. How then could this 
body of men have claimed to represent the great 
mass of the democratic party, or in fact of any party, 
except a few loco-focos ? 

I have said that, the avowed and ostensible object 
for which this convention assembled was, the nomi- 
nation of a candidate for congress. No other pur- 
pose was ever alleged, or thought of, even by the 
very limited number of the people that attended the 
primary meetings. But, how did this body of usur- 
pers act when assembled? Did they proceed to the 
performance of the duty for which they were pre- 
tended tobe chosen? No. The very firstact after 
their organization, was the exercise of an unwarrant- 
able assumption of power never conferred, nor in- 
tended to be conferred upon them, by the people. I 
would respectfully ask the people of my district, 
whether they can give their sanction and approval 
to the following resolution adopted by the conven- 
tion : 

«* Resolved, That the hon. William L, May, mem- 
ber of congress from this district, has disregarded 
and forfeited the pledges given to his constituents 
before his election to the office which he now occu- 
pies, and that he be respectfully requested to resign 
his seat in congress, in consideration of his opposi- 
tion to the party and principles which elevated him 
to his present station.” 

This resolution bears upon its face the most palpa- 
ble falsehood, and every man in the convention who 
voted for its adoption, gave his sanction and appro- 
val to charges which he must have known to be 
false. What pledge made by me to my constituents 
has ever been forfeited? None; and I challenge 
the utmost scrutiny of my enemies to show that, in 
a solitary instance, I have not redeemed every pledge 
made by me. Did I pledge myself tothe support of 
the sub-treasury scheme? Certainly not; for every 
friend of the administration, as I have shown in my 
late circular, with one exception, repudiated this 
very measure in 1835; and I ut maintain the same 
position now that I occupiedthen. The faultis not 
that I have changed my ground, but that I have re- 
fused to change, and support a measure which re- 
ceived the unqualified condemnation of gen. Jack- 
son, during his administration, and which was pro- 
nounced, on all hands, as revolutionary and disor- 
ganizing, and tending, more than any thing that had 
ever been proposed, to consolidation. Thereneeds 
but the union of the moneyed power of this govern- 
ment, with the power of the executive, already too 
overgrown, by reason of the immense patronage at- 
tached to the office, to render the president more po- 
tent than any sovereign of Europe: and itis strange, 
passing strange, that these watchful guardians of the 
people’s rights, those pure and exclusive patriots, 
who can discover so much danger in a Bank of the 
United States, are unable to perceive the slightest 
cause of alarm in making the executive the great 
national banker, and thus uniting, in their own 
phrase ‘‘the aristocracy of wealth”’ with the patron- 
age of the government “against the democracy of 
numbers.” Of so fearful a nature do I regard the 
union of the purse with the government, that [ would 
suffer martyrdom sooner than lend it the least sup- 

om... 

, The people may instruct me to do so, and I will 
with pleasure resign my seat to make place for one 
more obedient to executive authority, and more wil- 
ling to sacrifice his country in his blind zeal and 


bigotted devotion to party, but I will never, never, 
abate one jot or tittle in my opposition to a scheme 
fraught with so much danger to the liberties of the 
people. 

I cannot believe that my constituents, at the time 
they elevated me to my present station, regarded me 
as a mere machine, to be propelled or acted upon, 
only by the will of the executive ; or that they ex- 
pected me to support every measure that might be 
recommended by that officer, whether my judgment 
approved it or not. If they did, they have grossly 
mistaken my character; for I would scorn to pur- 
chase their favor by such vile subserviency, or hold 
office by a tenure so disgraceful. Whenever the 
representatives of the people are required to yield 
implicit obedience to executive recommendations, 
then the congress is a useless aad unnecessary ap- 
pendage of government, and the president alone be- 
comes the law-making power. To public opinion, 
when propery expressed, I shall always yield due 
deference and implicit submission;-but I have too 
much respect for the intelligence and virtue of the 
people, to regard the acts of the Peoria convention 
as emanations of popular sentiment. I think Lhave 
shown that in voting against the sub-treasury 
scheme I have violated no pledge, and had the con- 
vention specified the particular instance in which I 
had done so, it would have saved me the trouble of 
preparing this defence of my votes. " 

Did I violate any pledge given, in voting against 
the issue of treasury notes? Certainly not; for 
no one apprehended that the government would be 
driven to the necessity of resorting to that measure— 
a measure which general Jackson, in one of his let- 
ters to the Globe, declared to be unconstitutional. 
Did I violate any given pledge in voting against the 
postponement of the payment of the fourth instal- 
ment, due the states under the deposite act? It 
cannot be pretended, for a recourse to this, like the 
last mentioned measure,was neveranticipated? The 
truth is I have violated no pledge ; and 1 appeal 
from the decision of a packed and corrupt conven- 
tion, and throw myself upon the country at large for 
trial. But this august body of men, alter having 
charged me with a violation of pledges given, res- 
nectNally request me to resign my seat. I know of 
no better method than to treat this request with silent 
and sovereign contempt. I will now close this com- 
munication by noticing one other act of the conven- 
tion, embraced in the following resolution :— 

«© Resolved, Thatin the opinion of this convention, 
the recent appointment of i. B. Truett to the office 
of register of the land office at Galena, was not in 
accordance with the wishes and feelings of the de- 
mocratic party in this district, and that his standing 
is such as to require of us a recommendation to the 
president for his immediate removal.” 

The president is here requested to remove from 
office a man who has scarcely entered upon the dis- 
charge of his official duties ; and against whom not 
the slightest complaint has been alleged. 

It is not pretended that he is not honest—that he 
is not competent—that he is not, in point of standing, 
at least, the equal of any one of the respectable de- 
legates of the convention, nor is it even asserted 
positively, that he is not acceptable to a majority of 
the great body of the peck: Nor can it be pre- 
tended that he is at all deficient in that indispensa- 
ble requisite and universal passport to executive 
favor—devotion tothe administration. For he has 
been, and still is, a warm supporter of gen. Jackson 
as well as of Mr. Van Buren. But the five loaves 
and two small fishes are desired by certain followers 
of the camp, whose impatience and ravenous desire 
to feed at the public expense, cannot longer be re- 
strained. I have always supposed that the people 
felt no other interest in having an office filled, than 
that the incumbent should discharge its duties with 
fidelity to the government and acceptably to them- 
selves, and when Mr. Truett ceases to do one or the 
other, it will then be time to take the necessary 
steps to effect his removal. This resolution, more 
than any thing else, discloses the feelings and objects 
the convention really had in view. Under the cloak 
of patriotism, and of assembling to deliberate upon 
matters of public concern, they are found venting 
their impotent malice, against an individual whose 
only offence is, that he has obtained, under the go- 
vernment, an employment which was sought alter 
by some of themselves ; amd if the people can war- 
rant this assumption of powers I am much mistaken. 
In reflecting upon my political course, which has 
called down upon me the bitter denunciations of 
some of the newspapers, pretending to be democra- 
tic, it is a source of no small consolation to remem- 
ber that my stand was taken against the sub-trea- 
sury at a time when there existed a doubtful state of 
public sentiment—when it was not known that 
there would be such an universal—such an over- 
whelming, simultaneous rising of the people against 
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forth, ringing the death knell of this daring experi- 
ment, and yet it is ‘ae pressed upon the conside- 
ration of congress. Upon the course that the exe- 
cutive has thought proper to pursue, I make no 
comment, and submit the matter to the unbiassed 
judgment of the people <hemselves, who alone are, 
and ought to be, the supreme arbiters in all matters 
of public concern. 
ad { consulted my individual interests, I should 

have given to the measure my support at the called 
session. I knew the fiery ordeal to which my mo- 
tives would be subjected. I knew that the hirelin 
ee, would pour their filthy abuse upon me. 

new that men dependent upon executive favor for 
daily bread, would impugn my conduct, and endea- 
vor to blast my reputation, I fully knew the fearful 
odds I had to contend against, but T did not hesitate, 
and glorious indeed has been the result. 

I stood side by side with the gallant little band 
who were determined to hazard every thing for the 
sacred cause of liberty—who were resolved, at all 
hazards, to stay the farther progress of executive en- 
croachments. We fought, we triumphed, and the 
echo of the approving shout of multitudes has 
scarcely yet died away upon the distant shores of 
the Mississippi. 

It is glory enough for me not to have served un- 
der any particular chieftain, but to have been asso- 
ciated with a band of true democrats, who at one of 
the most critical and trying periods of our country’s 
history, successfully resisted the most daring attempt 
that has ever been made to consolidate all power in 
the hands of the federal government. Scarcely a 
day passes that dues not bring from my immediate 
constituents, the more than welcome plaudit of well 
done good and faithful servant. 

This, indeed, is a reward beyond all price, and 
this shall animate me to a steady perseverance in the 
course I have marked out for myself. 

J ask asan act of justice, without, however, much 
expectation that the request will be complied with, 
that those papers which have published the proceed- 
ings of the Peoria convention, also insert my defence. 
The people will then be enabled to determine with 
what degree of justice, I am charged with a viola- 
tion of pledges, made prior to my election. 

W.L. MAY. 


GEN. JACKSON’S OPINIONS. 
From the Nashville Banner. 
THE PRESIDENT AND EX-PRESIDENT. 

The statement under this head in the banner of 
Tuesday last, was communicated to the associate 
editor by A. M. Huaues, esq. principal clerk of 
the state senate, and was published, in substance, 
from the manuscript communication furnished by 
Mr. H. The paragraph in question has been made 
the subject of editorial comment in the Union, and 
of a letter from the ex-president himself, to the 
editor of that paper. 

We copy this morning the letter from gen Jacx- 
son, accompanied by the reply of our correspondent, 
and the statement of Wm. H. Jounson, esq. of 
Dresden, a respectable member of the senate of 
‘Tennessee. 





To the editor of the Union: 

Sir: A friend in Nashville has sent me the Re- 
publican Banner of the 19th instant, in which is 
contained the following statement: 

“THE PRESIDENT AND EX-PRESIDENT. The 
old chief of the Hermitage, himself, appears to have 
lost all hope of Mr. Van Buren’s success in ‘ tread- 
ing in the eoeea of his illustrious predecessor.’ 
An intelligent and responsible correspondent com- 
municates the fact, that on his recent visit to Nash- 
ville, general Jackson remarked that Mr. Van 
Buren’s administration must go down; that he 
knew that so soon as Mr. V. B. called congress 
together in September, and thereby admitted that 
he might possibly be wrong, his fate was seaied. 
If he had refused to convene the extraordinary ses- 
sion, he would not now be in the minority. But, 
said he, although the president must go down, he 
will fall in a glorious cause. We do not pretend 
to give the exact words said to have been used on 
the occasion referred to, but have stated the sub- 
stance of the remarks.” 

This is one of the many fabrications which have 
been made and circulated by those who control this 
paper, with the hope of prejudicing my character 
in the estimation of my countrymen. Neither dur- 
ing my late visit to Nashville, nor on any other 
occasion, have I used any remarks which can jus- 
tify such a statement. It ascribes to me opinions 
that I never held, and fears that I never entertain- 
ed. I never for a moment harbored the thought 
that the administration of Mr. Van Buren would 
not be successful. All his official acts manifest his 
determination to conform his administration to that 
construction of the constitution which has ever been 


| 





claimed and sustained by the republican party. 
Thus far he has shown, in my judgment, that he 
has taken principle for his guide, and aims at no 
other object but the public good. It is, therefore, 
not possible that I could have used any language 
respecting him which could create a doubt in the 
mind of any one as to my confidence in his future 
success. 

Itis with regret that I feel called upon to notice 
the effusions of a press which has been so generally 
characterized by a disregard of truth, andin respect 
to myself, by the most gross calumny. As it inti- 
mates, however, in this instance, that it has the 
authority of a respectable and intelligent correspon- 
dent, I have felt myself warranted in making this 
communication on the subject, in order that the 

ublic may not credit the misrepresentation of my 
eelings and views. If the editors themselves are 
not this correspondent, it is expected that they will 
name him, and the time when, and the place where, 
and before wlfom, in Nashville, the alleged conver- 
sation was held. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
Hermitage, Dec. 21, 1837. 


Nashville, Dec. 23, 1837. 
To the associate editor of the Republican Banner : 

Sir: I see published in the Union to-day, a letter 
from general Jackson, denying having used the 
language ascribed to him by your correspondent, 
published in your paper of the 19th instant, as to 
the fate of the present administration, and calling 
upon you for the name of that correspondent. He 
shall be gratified. I communicated the information 
to you, sir, and, did so on the authority of a gentle- 
man who is now and always has been a Jackson 
man, good and true, and he is now a Van Buren 
man. He is not now inthis place, but I have 
written to him for a statement of the conversation ; 
he lives about 140 miles from here; not on any of 
the stage routes, consequently it will take about 
two weeks for a letter to reach him and an answer 
returned. I informed him intheletter I wrote him, 
that I would wait that length of time for an answer 
before I would give his name up. 

The gentleman alluded to, stated to William H. 
Johnson, esq. a senator of the present legislature, 
and myself, in the senate chamber, that general 
Jackson said that the administration of Mr. Van 
Buren, or that Mr. Van Buren himself, must or 
would go down, though he would die or fall ina 
glorious cause. That he knew, so soon as Mr. 
Van Buren admitted that he might by possibility 
be wrong, and yielded to the demands or solicita- 
tions made upon him, and convened congress, that 
he wuuld fall. This is the substance, if not the 
very words said to have been used by general 
Jackson. 

This statement was made to the writer of this ar- 
ticleand Esquire Johnson. He did not say, nor did 
the correspondent of the Banner say, that gen. 
Jackson had lost confidence in Mr. Van Buren, 
but, on the contrary, it was expressly stated that 
the general said that Mr. V. B. ‘* would fall ina 
glorious cause.” 

The gentleman who made the statement to Esq. 
Johnson and myself could not have designed it as 
confidential, for he did not so intimate it. He 
knew, too, that neither of us was ever accused of 
being either a Jackson or a Van Buren man. I 
spoke of it freely to many persons, and, from my 
knowledge of the gentleman who gave me the in- 
formation, he will not back out from his statement. 

If this should turn out to be a calumny upon gen. 
Jackson, it will be seen that it did not originate 
with the editors of the Republican Banner, or with 
any of the whigs. But I again repeat, knowing 
the gentleman as I do, I cannot—I will not believe 
that he will let even the name and word of gen. 
Andrew Jackson deter him from boldly speaking 
out. 

Below is the statement of William H. Johnson, 
esq., which fully sustains me in the statement I 
have made. 

ARCHELAUS M. HUGHES. 


Statement of Wm. H. Johnson. 
Senate chamber, Nashville, Dec. 23, 1837. 

I have a distinct recollection of hearing a gentle- 
man, with whom I am well acquainted, say to Mr. 
Hughes and myself, in the senate chamber in the 
early part of this month, what gen. Jacksun should 
have stated in relation to the fate of the administra- 
tion. IJtis in substance the same as that stated by 
Mr. Hughes to have been said by him upon that 
subject. 

I further state, that I know the gentleman well, 
and know he has always been a warm and devoted 
friend of gen. Jackson and the measures of his ad- 
ministration, and that he is also known to be a Van 
Buren man. I know that he lives at least 140 miles 
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from this place, and that there is no stage route 
running to where he lives, and that, I believe, it wij) 
take about two weeks for a letter to reach him ayq 
an answer be returned. 

WILLIAM H. JOHNSON. 


_ 


From the Cincinnati Advertiser of Jan. 2, 
SLANDER REFUTED. 

“The old chief of the Hermitage, himself, ap- 
pears to bave lost all hope of Mr. Van Buren’s 
success in ‘treading in the footsteps of his illus. 
trious predecessor.’ An intelligent and respousi- 
ble correspondent communicates the fact, that on 
his recent visit to Nashville, general Jackson re. 
remaked, that Mr. Van Buren’s administration 
must go down; that he knew that as soon as Mr. 
Van Buren called congress together in September 
and thereby admitted that he might possibly be 
wrong, his fate was sealed; if he had refused to 
convene the extraordinary session, he would not 
now be in the minority. But, said he, although 
the president must go down, he will fall in 4 
GLoRIous CAusE. We do not pretend to give the 
exact words said to have been used on the occasion 
referred to, but have stated the substance of the 
remarks.” 

Having seen the above extract from a Nashville 
paper, the day before we received from “the old 
chief of the Hermitage” a letter in which he freely 
expresses his sentiments on the measures of his 
successor in office, and those sentiments being so 
very different from those attributed to him, we did 
suppose that its publication would be a conclusive 
refutation of what we had no doubt was a foul slan- 
der, and therefore wrote by the express mail to gen- 
eral Jackson for liberty to publish his letter, which 
would show to the world that he entertained no 
such ideas as have been attributed to him by the 
calumniator, whoever he may be. It gives us 
great pleasure to state that we have had authority 
for giving the letter publicity; and as well in con- 
futation of the above slander, as for the importance 
of the noble sentiments it contains on the present 
state of the country, we have no doubt it will be 
read with the deepest interest by every honest de- 
mocrat into whose hands it may come. 

After we had written the letter to the Hermitage, 
as above stated, we saw in the Republican of the 
next day the disavowal of the general, under his 
own signature, of his having expressed any such 
sentiments as contained in the above extract. 
This we would have republished last Saturday, but 
waited in the hope that we would obtain permission 
to publish what we conceived would have been 
itself a complete refutation of the slander, in order 
that che disavowal and its corroboration should 
appear together. Our readers, therefore, have 
ail together in the paper this day, which we have 
no doubt will be read by them with great pleasure 
and edification. 

As further corroboration of the implicit confi- 
dence placed in the integrity of Mr. Van Buren by 
general Jackson, we give here a short extract from 
a letter of his, dated 31st August last, before the 
meeting of congressin the extra session. This let- 
ter we received the very day on which we received 
the president’s message. The extract is in these 
words: ‘I have no doubt that the president’s message 
will be full and strong, and meet the wishes of all his 
friends, on the subject of the entire separation of the 
government from all banks asa repository of the public 
revenue.’ In this letter, which was nota short one, 
there was not a word against calling the extra ses- 
sion of congress, or expressive of any doubt that 
Mr. Van Buren would not be fully sustained in his 
measures by the American people. 

Hermitage, Dec. 17, 1837. 

Dear str: Your letter of the 4th instant has 
been for some days before me, but it has not been 
in my power to reply to it earlier than the present 
moment. 

In relation to the aspec. of public affairs, which to 
some of our friends appears unfavorable to the hope 
of effecting an early separation of the fiscal opera- 
tions of the treasury from the agency of-banks, state 
and national, I see nothing that should beget despair, 
or induce us to retrace our steps or relax our exer- 
tions. The recent elections in New York manifest, 
it is true, some supineness on the part of those who 
have heretofore sustained the ascendancy of the old 
Jeffersonian principles; but they expose also the 
real objects and true character of the federal party, 
which is ever vigilant to seize any opportunity that 
is presented for the recovery of the ground they 
lost in the establishment of the present constitution, 
and in the memorable contest of ’98 and 1800. 
Such an opportunity was afforded in the present 
crisis, by the division in the republican ranks re- 
specting the means which shonld be immediately 
adopted to increase the metallic basis of our circu 
lating medium, and place the goverument money, 
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or rather the money of the people, in a state of pce 

ersecurity. If this division has thus cost a defeat, 
may we hot hope that it is but temporary, and that 
it will bring us again, as it has always done before, 
a solid and lasting victory—a victory which will be 
the result of enlightened co-operation and concert 
on the part of all true republicans, sacrificing all 
minor differences, and rallying as one man to the 
defence of the great principles which it is the design 
of the common enemy, the federal party, to over- 
throw. ; 

I participate with you in the regret expressed at 
the attitude occupied by Mr. Rives and Mr. Ritchie 
in the present contest. None of us, however, doubt 
their good intentions, and I feel confident that they 
will soon see that nothing good is to be attained by 
a further struggle for the restoration of the connec- 
tion between the banks and the treasury. After 
the treachery of the banks to the government, it 
will be vain to suppose that the people can ever be 
induced to acquiesce in their employment again as 

ublic depositories. What security can we have 
that they wiil not always suspend payment when 
those who control and make money out of them, 
will find it their interest to do so? Let it be borne 
in mind that the recent suspension occurred ata 
time of profound peace with all foreign nations, 
when our exhaustless resources were all in success- 
ful operation, and then let us consider what would 
have been the consequence if such an event had 
happened in a critical state of war. The banks, in 
such an exigency, would have held the sinews of 
war, without responsibility to the general govern- 
ment. Managed as they now are by those who use 
them as instruments of profit, they would have been 
unable, even if willing, to meet the demands of the 
public necessity. Is it reasonable to suppose that 
the people can acquiesce in the idea of trusting the 
public defence to such corporations? Rest assured 
they never will, and those who are so unfortunate 
as to entertain that idea, will find that all their at- 
tempts to give effect to it are of no avail, except to 
aid the party which is anxious to defeat the repub- 
lican will. 

The truth is, sir, that the separation of bank and 
state was supposed to have been accomplished by 
the federal constitution as it now reads. The 
union of the two at the close of the revolution was as 
odious as thatof church and state, and such will 
now be found to be the sentiment of the great body 
of the American people, whenever the question is 
fairly submitted to their judgment. 

Iam aware that the soamaence I reposed in the 
state banks when the removal of the deposites was 
determined upon, is used to justify not only the re- 
union of the banks and the treasury, but also as an 
argument against the consistency of those who, like 
Mr. Van Buren, sustained that act of my adminis- 
tration. I admit that this confidence existed, and 
had some influence on the considerations which 
prompted me to resort to them at that time asa sub- 
stitute for the Bank of the United States. When 
this latter institution took the political field, and 
avowed the insulting right to expend the public 
money in disseminating its anathemas against the 
seneral government, it was natural for me to seek 
ora substitute for such an institution in the state 
banks. These banks were in operation, and, if pru- 
dently managed, would safely have filled the vacuum 
occasioned by the winding up of the United States 
bank, without producing any serious change in the 
commercial or business operations of the country. 
They could not at least do worse than the United 
States bank had done, and it was but charitable to 
indulge the hope that they would do better. But 
was this confidence well founded, and whose fault 
is it that it was not? Let their treachery to the 
foverument and the people answer. Every day 
that the directors of these banks met at their boards, 
they knew their liabilities, and their assets te meet 
them. They were repeatedly and earnestly cau- 
tioned by the treasury department not to over-issue; 
their charters prohibited it; their solemn obliga- 
tions to the government and people, and every prin- 
ciple of moral honesty, forbade it. Still, in open 
violation of all obligation, they suspended specie 
payments in a time of profound peace, robbed the 
treasury of many millions of money, and cried out 
at the same time that the treasury was bankrupt. 

_ But aware that the administration cannot be in- 
Jured by the charge that confidence was once repos- 
ed in the state banks, the raw-head-and-bloody- 
bones of the purse and sword in the hands of the 
executive is conjured up for political effect. There 
are none who resort to this humbug, who believe 
we the danger exists which they so clamorously 

eprecate. Their only wish is to delude the peo- 
i and obtain their sanction to the domination of 

anks and their irresponsible paper issues. They 
know that congress is vested with the power to 


lay and collect taxes—to raise armies, of which the 





president is charged with the direction and with 
the due execution of the laws—that by law all mo- 
ney appropriated is speedily applied to the objects 
of its appropriation, and one cent cannot be drawn 
from the treasury but in pursuance of law and on 
the warrant of the secretary of the treasury, coun- 
tersigned by the treasurer and Ist comptroller— 
that the president is bound by solemn oath to see 
the laws faithfully executed; and that to every con- 
gress the secretary of the treasury is bound to make 
an expose of all the disbursements, which is exam- 
ined by congress—that the president for failure of 
duty is liable to impeachment. Away, then, with 
this raw-head-and-bloody-bones. It is only a de- 
vice to continue the usage of taxing the people for 
the benefit of banks, an effort to take the public 
revenue out of the hands of responsible, to put it 
into those of irresponsible agents, who will use it to 
encourage over-issues of paper money, and thus 
expose the government and people perpetually to 
the injuries we are now experiencing from the 
want of a stable currency. 

If the revenue is received in gold and silver, it 
will force the banks to resume specie payments, 
keep them within the bounds of just banking prin- 
ciples, give the people a metallic currency or its 
fair equivalent, and put an end to the over-trading 
and wild speculations which have been so long the 
bane of ourcountry. Is it not, then, our duty to 
rally round such a measure, and are we not 
wrong in doubting the disposition of the people to 
sustain what is so manifestly their interest and wel- 
fare? 

In separating the government from the banks, 
we secure to labor its fair reward in an undeviat- 
ing tender of value, every honest pursuit is pro- 
moted, the government is relieved from the politi- 
cal influence of the money power, legislation is pn- 
rified, and the republican feelings of our citizens 
are cherished. The mint, for the support of which 
the people are taxed, will then be employed in its 
proper office, that of coining the metals, which, in 
exchange for our profitable commodities, will steadi- 
ly flow into our land. 

On this subject, sir, I acknowledge that I feel 
the deepest interest, as I am persuaded it is preg- 
nant with consequences of the highest importance 
to our beloved country. If we are not now able to 
occupy the ground prepared by those who framed 
the constitution in respect to the influence of banks 
and moneyed associations, I fear its recovery here- 
after will cost the people difficulties and disasters, 
compared to whieh those that have been occasion- 
ed by the recent suspension of specie payments 
will be considered as nothing. The idea that inthe 
event of war, if the banks are ae employed as 
public depositories, it will be in their power to stop 
payment, and thus deprive the nation of its means 
of credit and nas is sufficient, in my judgment, 
to enlist the ar 
those who will refuse to commit so great a trust to 
any moneyed institution. All experience tells us that 
money is the sinew of war, and that no nation can 
long be free and independent which places this ele- 
ment of its power in hands that are irresponsible 
in their very nature. Such would be our situation 
if the banks, as at present organized, retain the 
public money. They could much more easily in 
war than in peace find an excuse for refusing pay- 
ment and violating their pledges to the government; 
and all who are conversant with history must be 
aware that there are exigencies from which we are 
not exempt in a state of war, when the bankruptcy 
of our government would force it to make a disho- 
norable peace, if it did not compel its submission to 
a foreign yoke. Looking at the subject in this light, 
I indulge the hope that all true republicans will 
discard the idea of our again trusting the public 
money to banks. The plan proposed by Mr. Van 
Buren exposes us to no hazard. On the contrary, 
if adopted, it will simplify the operations of our 
revenue, purify legislation by removing from it the 
corrupting influence of money, and ensure peace, 
harmony and prosperity to all the great and diver- 
sified interests of our country. 

Excuse the haste in which I have been compel- 
led to throw together these ideas. They are but 
an outline of the general views which belong to 
the subject; yet short and imperfect as it is, I feel 
that it bas required quite as much labor as my in- 
firm health enables me to bestow upon it. 

Thanking you for your friendly solicitude for my 
personal welfare, I remain, yours, truly, 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


Moses Dawson, esq. 


THE HON. MR. ATHERTON’S LETTER. 
To the editor of the N. H. Patriot: 
I wish, through the columns of your paper and 
those of the other democratic journals of our state, 
to draw the attention of my fellow-citizens of New 





Hampshire to a subject which, under existing cir- 
cumstances, I cannot but think they will not only 
excuse me for noticing, but on which they will be 
of opinion that respect both to them and to myself 
forbids me to be silent. The honorable Richard 


Fletcher, a representative in congress, from the | 


city of Boston, in the state of Massachusetts, was, 
during the late extra session, a member of the com- 
mittee of ways and means, of which committee I 
was also a member. In November last, previous 
to the election in ,Massachusetts, he delivered a 
speech in Faneuil Hail which, as printed, is filled 
with the most violent abuse of the administra- 
tion, principally founded on disclosures which he 
pretends to make concerning doings of the commit- 
tee of waysand means. That speech has been pub- 
lished in many, if not all, of the opposition newspa- 
pers in New Hampshire, and it is deemed by the fed- 
eralists of Boston so admirably calculated to serve 
their benevolent purpose of enlightening the yeo- 
manry of the granite state, that they are said to 
have caused large quantities to be circulated there 





or of every patriot on the side of 


in pamphlet form. It is true that, since I had pre- 
‘pared most of this communication, Mr. Fletcher 
ihas been obliged on the floor of the house of repre- 
|sentatives, to disavow the printed speech, and to 
‘say that the report of the speech was made without 
authority from him. But he had seen the speech as 
printed and he permitted it to go forth under the 
sanction of hisname. He, in fact, by this, adopted 
itas hisown. The speech contains imputations 
on the official conduct of all his associates on the 
committee except one, and as Mr. Fletcher’s con- 
stituents have taken the trouble to circulate these 
charges among my own constituents who have 
honored me with their confidence, and to whom I 
shall ever delight to be responsible for my acts as 
their representative, I shall be excused for treating 
this matter in plain language. ‘Those members of 
the committee, whose conduct has been called in 
question, who had, at the time, arrived at Washing- 
ton, inserted in the Globe, a statement, which I 
herewith transmit and request you to insert in 
your columns, above this communication. From 
that statement the nature of the charges made in 
the speech, and their entire groundlessness may be 
seen. 

The charges extracted in the statement referred 
to, are made so solemnly—under circumstances 
which render such assertions so utterly base, if un- 
founded in the least particular—they are so studi- 
ously introduced by an affection of moderation and 
sincerity, that when their reckless and audacious 
falsehood is known, they strike one with wonder 
as something stupendous. With those who esti- 
mate greatness in proportion to success in evil, and 
with whom a robber on a large scale is a hero, 
while he who only takes a purse is a rogue, they 
might perhaps rise to the character of sublimity. 

For the purpose of giving additional venom to 
the attacks which follow—at the commencement 
of the speech there is a pretence set up that Mr. 
Fletcher was elected in some sort as a no-party 
man, as if he could have been elected to represent 
the city of Boston had his enmity to a democratic 
administration been doubtful! An instance of the 
extreme mildness and sincerity dispiayed in this 
production nay be mentioned. In alluding to the 
opinions of the president, expressed in his message 
on the causes of the Jate pecuniary embarrassments 
—opinions which the president had a right to en- 
tertain and express, and in which probably a large 
majority of the people of the United States coincide 
—the following language is used:— 

“T seek not to stir up party feelings, I wish for 
cool discussion, aud I appeal to every one to say de- 
liberately with what sincerity we can rely on the 
statement of an executive which indulges itself in 
FALSEHOODS like these?” Here is a specimen of 
candor! This is the manner in which, for a mere 
expression of opinion, the chief magistrate, elected 
by the suffrages of the freemen of this nation, is 
insulted! 

One principal object of the speech seems to be 
to raise an alarm about executive dictation. If Mr. 
Fletcher means to assert as a wonderful and un- 
heard of thing that a secretary of the treasury 
should furnish drafts of bills in accordance with 
measures recommended in his report, he displayed 
only his want of information, or an intention to de- 
ceive. It would be much more wonderful and un- 
heard of if the secretary did not do it. It has been 
the practice of all heads of departments since the 
foundation of the government to do this. There 
are certain committees, the duties of which have 
an intimate connexion with the business of certain 
departments. The committee on foreign relations 
has this connexion with the department of state— 
the committee on military affairs with the war de- 
partment—the committee on naval affairs with the 
navy department, and the committee of ways and 
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means with the treasury department. The depart- 
ments are daily called on by resolution, for informa- 
tion, by the different houses of cougress. The heads 
of departments are able to give information and de- 
tails indispensable to committees as to measures 
connected with the departments. For a chairman 
of a committee to neglect to consult with a depart- 
ment, or for a committee to undertake to frame the 
details of a bill concerning the affairs in charge of 
a department, without such consultation, would be 
gross omission of duty. ' 

The message of the president and the report of 
the secretary of the treasury recommended certain 
measures which had, in their opinion, become ne- 
cessary ‘n the existing state of the country. It was 
their duty thus todo. Their positions and argu- 
ments had been examined by the members of the 
committee, and each had, doubtless, formed his own 
opinion of their propriety. Is it to be considered 
as executive dictation that the president recom- 
mended certain measures in his message? As a full 
answer to this it is only necessary to imagine how 
many charges would have been heard of non-com- 
mittal and low cunning, if the president had pur- 
sued a contrary course, and shrunk from a manly 
performance of his duty. 

But it should be confessed that the charge in the 
speech seems to be not only that the committee re- 
ceived every bill ready drawn but that they report- 
ed them without examination to the house, and it 
amounts to no less than an imputation on a majo- 
rity of the committee of utter inattention, and ne- 
glect of theirduty. Mr. Cambreleng, of New York, 
Mr. McKim, of Maryland, Mr. Hamer, of Ohio, 
Mr. Jones, of Virginia, Mr. Owens, of Georgia, 
and Mr. Rhett, of South Carolina, were of the ma- 
jority of the committee. 

Mr. Cambreleng came into the house in 1821, 
and has continued a member ever since, this being 
his seventeenth regular session. He was a mem- 
ber of the committee of ways and means in 1822, 
1823 and 1824—in 1825 and 1826 of the committee 
of commerce, and in 1826, 1827, 1828, 1829, 1830, 
1831 and 1832, chairman of that committee. In 
1833 and 1834 he was again on the committee of 
ways and means, and in 1835 and 1836 chairman 
of that committee. In the session of 1834 he was 
also elected chairman of the committee on foreign 
affairs, Mr. Wayne having resigned. Mr. McKim 
has been a member of the house for the sessions of 
1822, 1823 and 1824—1833, 1834, 1835 and 1836, 
and all this time, except his first session, on the 
committee of ways and means. Mr. Hamer has 
been in congress four regular sessions, and has 
been once on the committee on the judiciary and 
twice on the committee on foreign affairs. Mr. 
Owens has been in congress two regular sessions, 
during both of which he was on the committee of 
waysand means. Mr. Jones has also been in con- 
gress two regular sessions and his high character 
is well known to the public. Mr. Rhett is well 
known to be a gentleman of high talents, and dis- 
tinction in his own state, although he has never be- 
fore been in congress. I am not aware that Mr. 
Fletcher has ever before been a member of any le- 
gislative body; and it is somewhat remarkable that he 
should undertake, at once, tocondemn such men as 
those I have named for negligence or incapacity, 
or for ignorance as to how the business of commit- 
tees should be transacted ! 

What words are sufficiently strong to character- 
ize the conduct of a person who being associated 
with gentlemen on a committee, whe treat him in 
the most courteous manner, finds no fault openly 
with any part of their manner of proceeding, desires 
no explanation of what he considers wrong; but, af- 
terwards, makes an attack on their conduct of 
which he, at the time, and in their presence, made 
no complaint; and who thus, in theirabsence, stabs, 
with coward hand, at their reputations! More espe- 
cially, what language can characterize such con- 
duct, when there is not a shadow of foundation for 
any of the assertions, made, or at least adopted by 
him. Mr. Fletcher himself voted to report to the 
house, nearly all, if not all, the bills reported by the 
committee, except the bill commonly called the di- 
vorce bill. On this he did not suggest any desire 
for further examination. How does he dare to 
blame others for voting that a bill be reported to 
the house when he himself was prepared to do it, 
and did do it? He voted, without reserve, for the 
bill authorizing the issue of treasury notes. He sug- 
gested before the committee, no donbts as to its 
constitutionality. He opposed iiin the house on the 
ground of unconstitutionality. The speech says that 
the bills laid before the committee were adopted by 
them without examination. Ir 1s NoT TRUE. The 
bills were examined in the most laborious and tho- 
rough manner. 


on each clause. 








They were examined section by | The speech says, the bills laid before the committee 
section, and the sense of the committee was taken | 
They were discussed both as to) 


their pespeipies and details; and amendments, both 
of form and substance, were proposed and rejected 
or adopted. Mr. Fletcher himself participated in 
the discussions, 

Jt will occur to every reasonable mind that Mr. 
Fletcher’s charges relating to the resolution ‘that 
it is inexpedjent to charter a national bank,’ must 
have drawn largely on the credulity even of his 
audience. Concerning this resolution, of one line 
he says “‘no doubt can be entertained that it came 
down from the executive in the precise form in 
which it passed!” To ask any one to believe such 
a statement, displayed no little courage. The fact 
is, that the resolution was not drawn at all until the 
committee had directed their chairman to report 
such an one. It was then drawn by the chairman 
in presence of the committee, and is now on the 
files of the house in his hand writing. The senate 
also adopted a resolution founded on the memorials 
presented, in that body, on the subject of a national 

ank. It was expressed thus: ‘‘Resolved, that the 

rayer of the memorialists ought not to be granted.” 

erhaps Mr. Fletcher can inform the public whe- 
ther this also “caine down from the executive in 
the precise form in which it passed.” 

Another ground of complaint by Mr. Fletcher is, 
that the petitions and memorials in favor of a na- 
tional bank were not read in the committee. Mr. 
Fletcher did not call for the reading of any of the 
petitions. It was not only his right, but his duty to 
do so, if he thought their reading material. If the 
individuals of a majority of the committee, whose 
convictions and those of their constituents are 
against the propriety of such an institution, were 
censurable for not calling for the reading of the me- 
morials, how much more censurable was Mr. 
Fletcher, to whom the petitioners had a right to 
look as friendly to their object, and in whom they 
might reasonably have expected to find an ardent 
advocate of what they deemed their interests. 
But the truth is, no one was censurable. The | 
memorials were nearly all exactly similar, and. 
had been printed over and over again, and laid on 
the tables of all the members of the house. These 
memorials, as well as the arguments both for and 
against such an institution, which have been so 
often repeated, were familiar to the minds of all. I 
do not recollect that the report of the secretary of 
the treasury, about whose dictation so much is | 
charged, was even read in the committee. It had | 
been printed for the members of the house and was 
read elsewhere, and the members of the committee 
had in their recollection its positions and recom- 
mendations. Why not abuse the committee for 
their neglect in not reading the report of the secre- 
tary? There were also sundry memorials on the 
table of the committee remonstrating against the | 
establishment of a national bank. As Mr. Fletcher 
seems to suppose it the especial duty of those who 
are opposed to the prayer of the memorialists to | 
call for the reading of their memorials, it may, with 
propriety, be asked why he did not require that 
these memorials against a bank should be read. 

Mr. Fletcher says that the resolution on the sub- 
ject of the bank was introduced by the chairman 
without preference or explanation. IT1Is NoT TRUE, 
—as is seen from the foregoing statement in the 
Globe. He says that ‘the resolution was sent in, 
and by the help of the previous question forced 
through the house.” If this is meantas an intima- 
tion that there was nodiscussion—IT Is NOT TRUE. 
Mr. Sergeant of Pennsylvania, occupied several 
mornings in bringing forward, with his wonted 
ability, the usual arguments in favor of a bank. It 
is surely not for the friends of a bank to complain 
because the democratic party in the house, being 
reluctant to consume time, and knowing that the 
arguments on both sides were familiar to the pub- 
lic mind, were willing that the question should be 
taken without any reply to Mr. Sergeant’s speech. 

After all the above disclosures of the real facts 
of the case, how does this accuser appear, who, 
on such grounds, unblushingly, charges the execu- 
tive with an interference on this occasion with the 
right of petition! 

It may be well to recapitulate shortly, some of the 
misrepresentations contained in Mr. Fletcher’s 
speech as printed and circulated. The speech says 
that the bills acted on by the committee were brought 
there by the chairman from the executive. IT 1s NOT 
TRUE. Most if not all of the bills acted on by the 
committee had been first matured by the committee 
on finance of thesenate. The speech says that the 
chairman stepped up to the white house to obtain the 
bills. Ir 1s Nort TRUE. The chairman avers that 
he never once consulted with the president on any 
measure before the committee, nor did he ever re- 
ceive any bill, nor any part of any bill from him. 








were adopted and reported by them without eramina- | 
tion. Ir rs Nor TRUE. Mr. Fictcher knew that | 


———$—__—— 
they were carefully and thoroughly examined, sec. 
tion by section, and clause by clause, and discusseq 
both as to their principles and details. The speech 
intimates that the bills were reported to the house 
word for word, letter for letter, and comma for com. 
ma, as laid before the committee. HE knew that 
various amendments both of form and substance 
were proposed and discussed, some of which were 
rejected and some adopted. The speech says, that 
the executive majorily in the house passed each bil] 
Sorthwith just as it came from their masters at the 
white house. The bills acted on by the committee 
were not even those drafts made at the treasury 
department, and HE KNEw that the bills were not 
reported in the form as laid before the committee 
by their chairman. The speech says, that there is 
no doubt that the resolution on the subject of a nation- 
al bank came down from the executive in the very 
form in which it passed. HE KNEw it did not come 
down from the executive at all, for HE KNEW that 
the very first time the subject of a bank was intro- 
duced in the committee a discussion took place as 
to the form in which a resolution should be drawn. 
The speech says, that on the last day but one on 
which the comnnittee sat, the chairman without pre- 
face or explanaiion introduced the above resolution, 
Hr KNEw that the subject had been postponed 
twice, one of the times, if not both, af Ais own re- 
quest. Hr kNEw that the time had been fixed days 
beforehand when the subject should be finally dis- 
posed of. Of a truth, if it be a gratification to Mr. 

letcher “to indulge himself in falsehoods like 
these,” and he uttered these charges—it must be 
admitted that he has not exercised, to a very great 
extent, the virtue of self-de..ial. 

The charges made against the executive and 
against the committee of ways and means are thus 
seen to be utterly and entirely unfounded. Tuey 
ARE FALSE IN GROSS AND FALSE IN DETAIL. 
THEY ARE FALSE IN THE LETTER AND FALSE 
IN THE spirit. His speech presents an admmira- 
ble specimen of the nature of the attacks made on 


an executive selected by the people in the exer- 
cise of their right of suffrage. 
| who, havin 
sentatives during the extra session, has espied all 


Here is a person 


g been a member of the house of repre- 


S 


in his power of corruption ani misrule. He re- 


turns to delight his constituents by pouring into 


their ready ears all his tremendous discoveries, 
which are to shake the administration to its fall. 
What charge has he been able to produce? only 
such sheer and pitiful fabrications as those! Take 


'them away, and the whole speech ‘‘melts into thin 


air.’ These charges are proved thus false, not 


only by the testimony of men whose characters for 
veracity no breath of slander ever dared assail, but 


also by written records on the files of the house, 
and in the hands of the chairman of the committee. 


SucH, THEN, BE IT KNOWN TO THE PEOPLE OF 


New HAmpsHIRE, are the means relied upon for 
success with them at the ensuing election. Sucu 
ARE THE FABRICATIONS which are caused to be 
circulated by the federalists of Boston far and wide 
among them, to enlighten their minds—to convince 
then that it is better to be governed by a huge and 
irresponsible moneyed monopoly, or by a combina- 
tion of moneyed corporations, than by the popular 
will—and to satisfy them that they have every thing 
to fear from a democratic presidént of their own 
choice, but nothing to fear from those who belong 
tothe party of that man who said that “‘popular gov- 
ernments must be overturned.” Such ARE THE 
FABRICATIONS relied upon to induce the voters of 
New Hampshire to pronounce by their suffrages 
that the leading editor of the opposition in Massa- 
chusetts—the same one who ridiculed the “huge 
paws”’ of the farmers, is correct, when he calls the 
president, to whom, a year since, New Hampshire 
gave her suffrages, ‘the profligate president of the 
United States,” and when he terms general Jack- 
son ‘‘a brutal-minded and unprincipled chief.” 
SucH THE FABRICATIONS relied upon to induce 
them to declare at the polls, that the veto on the 
bank and the removal of the deposites, measures 
which a majority of the people of the United States 
and New Hampshire have solemnly approved, de- 
monstrate that gen. Jackson was a ferocious tyrant, 
and are the causes of all the pecuniary embarrass- 
ments which have pervaded not only this country, 
butalso England, and even China. SucH THE FAB- 
RICATIONS relied on to induce them to reprobate 
the democratic doctrines and measures they have 
so long and so nobly upheld—to repudiate the men 
whom they have trusted—and, with sorrow and 
contrition for their past offences, to cast the image 
of freedom, soiled and broken at their hands, as 4 
peace-offering, into the lap of federal Massachu- 
setts, who eagerly waits the profanation. Such 
THE FABRICATIONS relied upon to induce ther to 
bring reproach on their own independence and on 
their own intelligence, and afiord the enemies of 
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free governments a triumph in being able to cast 
doubts on the capacity of the people to understand 
their own rights and their own interests. 

Before 1 conclude, I cannot forbear remarking, 
that I think too highly of the intelligence of the 

eople of New Hampshire to believe that such 
statements as those contained in Mr. Fletcher’s 
speech could gain much credit, though uncontra- 
dicted, even with any political party. Rut I thought 
it due to myself, and especially to those who have 
honored me with their suffrages, to make the above 
remarks. I cannot but hope that those opposition 
papers which have published Mr. Fletcher’s speech 
will, as an act of justice, publish, at least, the above 
extract from the Globe correcting his mis-state- 
ments. With respect, yours, 

C.G. ATHERTON. 
Washington city, Dec. 14, 1837. 





REMARKS OF MR. DUNCAN, OF OHIO, 

In the house of representatives, Dec. 18, 1837— On 
the resolution offered by Mr. Haynes of Georgia, 
which was as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That so much of the president’s mes- 
sage as relates to the finances, and every thing con- 
nected therewith; to the safe-keeping of the public 
moneys, and every thing connected therewith; and 
so muchas relates to the Bank of the United States ; 
be referred to the committee of ways and means. 

Mr. Duncan said it was not his wish to detain 
the committee ; he merely wished to correct some 
errors which the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Reed,) had fallen into, in point of fact, in rela- 
tion to the political or party character of the standing 
committees of this house—statements which, if true 
or uncorrected, were calculated, coming from the 
source they did, to injure the character of the 
speaker by whom they were appointed—to preju- 
dice the democratic party, and the administration 
whom it is said (by the opposition) the committees 
favor, without regard to principle, or the sacred 
nature of their duties. The gentleman objects to 
referring the resolution in question to the commit- 
tee of ways and means. “It is an improper com- 
mittee, because there is a majority of it that are in 
favor of the administration.” He says all the 
committee, or nearly so, are of the same character. 
He said the time had come when the two great 
contending parties of this nation were nearly equal, 
and he thought the character of the standing com- 
mittees, with regard to party, ought also to be as 


nearly equal. Indeed, said Mr. D., the burthen of 


his song, and the volume of his speech, consisted 
in complaints and charges of the inequality of the 
committees in a party sense. His complaints have 
gone abroad, swift as the mail can carry them ; 
they are now spread over the conntry ; and while J 
am now correcting his errors, his political friends 
are weeping over the vast injustice which he repre- 
sents to have been done to the opposition by the 
partial and unequal party character of the standing 
committees. How stands the matter? Let us dis- 
close the facts as they are; and in doing so, I do 
not intend to charge the gentleman with wilful mis- 
representation. J think him above doing any thing 
dishonorable to his age, his occupation, the office 
he holds, or the seat he occupies. But howare the 
facts in relation to the party character of the com- 
inittees in question ? 
Mr. D. read from the list, which is as follows: 
1. The committee of elections presents a majori- 
ty in favor of the administration. 
2. The committee of claims, for the opposition. 
3. The committee of ways and means, for the 
administration. 
4. The committee on revolutionary claims, for 
the opposition. 
5. The committee on commerce, for the adminis- 
tration. 
6. The committee on public expenditures, for 
the opposition. 
7. The committee on the public lands, for the 
administration. 
8. The committee on public land claims, for the 
Opposition. 
9. The committee on the post office and post 
roads, for the administration. 
10. The committee on manufactures, for the op- 
position. 
_ 11. The committee for the District of Columbia, 
for the administration. 
Bs, The committee on agriculture, for the oppo- 
ition, 
13. The committee on the judiciary, for the ad- 
Ministration. 
Mn; The committee on the militia, for the oppo- 
ition, 
15. The committee on Indian affairs, for the ad- 
Ministration. 


. 16. The commiltee on territories, for the opposi- 


lon, 





17. The committee on military affairs, for the ad- 
ministration. 

18. The committee on invalid pensions, for the 
opposition. 

19. The committee on naval affairs, for the ad- 
ministration. 

20. The committee on roads and canals, for the 
opposition. 

21. The committee on foreign affairs, for the ad- 
ministration. 

22. The committee on revisal and unfinished busi- 
ness, for the opposition. 

23. The committee on revolutionary pensions, 
for the administration. 

24. The committee on expenditures in the war 
department, for the opposition. 

25. The committee on patents, for the adminis- 
tration. 

26. The committee on expenditures forthe navy, 
for the opposition. 

27. The committee on the public buildings and 
public grounds, for the administration. 

28. The committee on the expenditures in the 
department of the post office, for the opposition. 


29. The committee on accounts, for the adminis- 


tration. ce 
30. The committee on mileage, for the adminis- | § 


tration. 
31. The committee on the expenditures of the 
department of state, for the administration. 


32. The committee on the expenditures of the 
department of the treasury, for the administration. 


33. The committee on the expenditures on the 
public buildings, for the opposition. 

The last is an entire whole-hog modern whig 
committee. Thus, with the exception of the three 
next preceding the last, we see that the committees 
run pari passu so far as party is concerned. Now, 
sir, what has become of the gentleman’s lamenta- 
tions about injustice to the minority in the appoint- 
ment of committees. They have gone abroad like 
other federal howlings, to have their effect on sub- 
sequent elections. I would not have been so mi- 
nute in presenting the errors contained in the mem- 
ber’s remarks, but for the daily efforts used to send 
abroad such misrepresentations for the purpose of 
destroying the influence of the administration and 
bringing it into disrepute with the people. Hee 
are letters and figures, which show, to the under- 
standing of all who may see them, that the whole 
groundwork of an hour’s labor to brisg the honora- 
ble speaker and the administration into disrepute, is 
without existence. I say daily are such misrepre- 
sentations sent to every part of the country—to the 
fireside of the rich and the poor; and that, too, at 
the expense of the people, for no other than the un- 
hallowed purposes of political delusion. 


A word of and to the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Ewing.) He objects tothe reference in ques- 
tion. He denounces the committee of ways and 
means as a party committee, unworthy the confi- 
dence of the house or the people. ‘* They have 
administered to the people, and their doses have 
been found wanting.” ‘ We have had to swallow 
their doses; they are bitter doses; they nauseate 
without relieving. The people have rejected them 
as inapplicable to the complaint. To the dogs with 
their medicine.” Sir, it is not my business, said 
Mr. D., to defend the committee from abuse and 
detraction. Each of them is more able to defend 
himself than I am; nor does such abuse require 
defence or answer; it carries with it its own anti- 
dote with all intelligent, honorable, and high mind- 
ed people. I only think it necessary here to say 
that the committee of ways and means is a finance 
committee, and the committee to which all financial 
matters ought to be and always have been referred. 
This is the regular channel through which regular 
financial business flows to the house or senate ; 
whether presented for the consideration of congress 
by the president of the United States, the heads of 
departments, members of either branch of congress, 
or by private individuals ; and Mr. D. saw no ne- 
cessity now for crossing the usual channels of legis- 
lative business merely to gratify party hostility and 
vindictive whims. Mr. D. said he had some pro- 
fessional advice to give his friend from Indiana; 
and Mr. D. hoped he would receive it in a kind 
spirit, as that was the spirit in which it was offered, 
and no charge or fee should be made. He would 
recommend to his friend the political doses prepared 
and prescribed by the committee of ways and 
means. ‘The gentleman would eventually find them 
to be well calculated toimprove his political health. 
True, they would be nauseous fora while. It was 
proper that they should be so. It was a wise order 
of Providence that all valuable medicines, such as 
were intended for the cure of obstinate diseases, 
were nauseous and sickening, disagreeable to the 





taste and offensive to the amell. If it were other- | 


wise, their constant and daily use for trifling causes 
would render them useless for the purposes for 
which they were made ; for it was a principle in 
the animal economy to adapt itself to the use of 
alinost any application to the destruction of the 
effect of that application. Hence the obvious ne- 
cessity for those peculiar qualities of the most valu- 
able medicines. Political matters were so arranged 
that the gentleman was compelled to take the com- 
mittee’s doses, let the quality and quantity be what 
they might, nolens volens. ‘There was no let up in 
the matter; the La had so ordered it, and the 
gentleman ought to be satisfied. He ought to take 
them in a spirit of resignation; and, moreover, in- 
asmuch as the people had indirectly appointed 
them the political oe to constitute the com- 
mittee of ways and means, to prescribe for him, he 
is, in conformity with the fundamental principles 
of the constitution and government he has sworn 
to support, bound to take their prescriptions in 
perfect confidence and good faith. Faith is all-im- 
portant in things that relate to time as well as to 
eternity. The great miracles that were wrought 
in the days of the Apostles were wrought by faith. 
If my friend wishes the full benefit of the commit- 
tee’s prescriptions, he must have faith. True, the 
entleman is laboring under very malignant and 
obstinate political maladies, and those too of long 
standing. Still Mr. D. would unhesitatingly give 
it as his professional opinion, that if his friend would 
take in good faith the committee’s prescriptions, he 
would recover. The modus operandi, it was said 
by eminent physicians, of calomel and other mer- 
curial preparations, was to produce a new disease, 
that is, a mercurial disease, which neutralized and 
counteracted the disease which the mercury was 
given tocure; and this from a principle of the ani- 
mal economy, that the human system will not en- 
tertain two diseases at one andthe same time. The 
mercurial disease, being the more potent, the natural 
disease is ejected, and the patient has only to recover 


from the mercurial disease, (which he is almost 


sure to do,) and the consequent debility thereupon, 
which is soon overcome by a judicious administra- 
tion of the appropriate tonics. The modus ope- 
randi of the committee’s prescriptions to my friend, 
will be similar to that just described. A new 
political disease will be formed, which will take the 
place of that under which he now labors; and he 
will be restored. The artificial disease which se- 
cures restoration will probably be loco foco, for an 
explanation of which I would refer my friend to 
the member from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) in whose 
keeping the term seems to be. Should my friend 
from Indiana pursue the course here prescribed, 
there is no doubt in my mind of his perfect restora- 
tion. The wounds, bruises, and putrifying sores, 
that now beset him from the crown of his head to 
the soles of his feet, will disappear ; the scales will 
fall from his eyes, the leprosy will depart from his 
body, and the polluted, sickening, and pestilential 
waters of federalism, that inundate his system, will 
dry up; and, before the end of the present session, 
he will come out a healthy, sound, and energetic 
whole hog Jackson Van Buren anti-bank democrat, 
from head to heels. 

Mr. D. said he was bound to notice some hard 
things that fell from the mouth of the member from 
Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) who immediately preceded 
the two gentlemen that he (Mr. D.) had in part, 
but imperfectly, responded to. The member com- 
menced his speech on the president’s message, by 
uniting with the president in prayer and thanksgiv- 
ing (I hope he is not ironical) for the happy, healthy 
and prosperous condition our country is in at this 
time. The gentleman may be sincere, but this re- 
cognition on his part of happiness and prosperity 
for which he professes so devoutly to thank his 
God, does not correspond with the federal howling, 
weeping, wailing and gnashing of teeth with which 
our ears have been greeted, or rather grated, for the 
last sixth months by him and his party, for the mis- 
fortunes and ruin of our poor country, by a profligate 
and worthless administration, as they say, and in 
which howling the member has always been fore- 
most and loudest. I think there is a divine decla- 
ration that the prayers of the wicked avail nb 
how far this declaration may apply to the gentle- 
man’s case J know not; it is sufficient for me to 
know that we are enjoying temporal happiness be- 
yond any people on the face of the earth, and that 
there never was a greater abundance of all the com- 
forts of life in our country, at any one time, than we 
now enjoy; for which, I trust, we all feel that 
thankfulness and gratitude which become the peo- 
ple of a civilized and Christian nation, to the Giver 
of all good. But the member no-sooner finishes his 
devotional exercises than he deserts the president, 
and denounces his message as “a poor thing,” a 
** poor neglected thing,” a loco foco document, and 
the author of it a vile demagogue. In relation to 
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the quality of the message, Mr. D. had come to a, had nearly exhausted the 
|) They take a name for politica 


different conclusion; and he was happy to say he 
was not alone in that opinion, He had that morn- 
ing received several letters from his friends that he 
had the honor to represent, whose talents and whose 
capacity to judge in these matters would at least 
compare with the member’s, who united in their 
commendations as well of the measures recom- 
mended in it as the true republican precipres it 
contains ; he had also received several respectable 
newspapers from various sections of the state he 
had the honor in part to represent, all of which 
concurred in the same high opinion of the message. 
“‘ But it was a poor neglected thing.” How neg- 
lected? Not by the people. Every hour furnished 
intelligence that it was hailed by the friends of 
equal rights, and the supporters of the constitution. 
hen, then, or how, has it been neglected? Not 
by the house, for it had its attention as soon as its 
business would admit—as soon as the committees 
were formed and reported, the appropriate referen- 
ces were commenced to be made, and that would be 
continued as fast as the vindictiveness and hostility 
of the opposition would permit, who so far seem 
determined, at all hazards and at any expense, to 
cripple the adiwninistration, and obstruct the regular 
course of business in this house. The member, 
after denouncing the whole message in these gene- 
ral terms, takes it up by parts and denounces it. 
From page ninth, he reads: “On that occasion 
(meaning and referring to the extra session) three 
modes of performing this branch of the public ser- 
vice (ineaning the safe- keeping and transfer of the 
ublic moneys) were proposed!” Here the mem- 
a stopped short, gave us one of his wondrous wise 
looks, in which he manifested great astonishment 
and surprise ; denounced the statement of the pre- 
sident as false, and asked emphatically, and with 
an air of apparent triumph and defiance, ‘* who 
will or dare say that there were three propositions 
for sucha purpose presented to congress at the ex- 
tra session?’ ‘* Who inthis house,” he repeated, 
“dare assert such a thing.” I dare assert it, (said 
Mr. D.) and I dare assert it without the fear of 
successful contradiction from any ian from any 
quarter. He saidhe had heard members before use 
the word dare in a wrong and improper manner. 
To say a member dare not do a thing, was using 
language that could not be carried out. It was too 
strong am expression. There were members here 
who dare say any thing that truth, justice, and mo- 
ral principle did not prohibit. Mr. D. said he had 
surveyed most of the members of the house ; he, 
with his eye, measured their length, their breadth, 
their circumference, and their diameter, and more 
yarticularly, the eye, which was the index to the 
bees ad, he had seen nothing in the shape of a 
modern whig that ought, for a moment, to deter a 
man from saying any thing. He repeated, that he 
dare say there were three propositions before con- 
gress at the extra session, for the safe-keeping and 
the transfer of the public moneys, all of which re- 
ceived the attention and the action of congress ; and 
this, too, he dare say on his own responsibility, 
without even turning to the journals. The first 
proposition he would name was the sub-treasury 
system, (usually so called,) recommended by tie 
president in his message. The second was a pro- 
position made by a small party here, called the con- 
servalives, which was, in the language of the presi- 
dent’s message, ‘‘the revival, with modifications, 
of the deposite systein established by the act of the 
23d of June, 1836,”’ etc. and the third proposition 
was a national bank ; none of which can be said to 
have received the definite action of congress except 
the last named proposition; and that, it is hoped, 
ot its last and final sentence, and everlasting doom, 
os a large majority of both branches; so I throw 
back the charge of falsehood upon the member from 
Virginia. 

When the member finished his daring and ban- 
tering tirade, he amused himself and his friends 
awhile by singing glory and hallelujahs to the re- 
cent whig victories. This he and his party hada 
right to do when there was any thing that would 
do for an apology for a whig victory; for they were 

_ “Like angels’ visits; few, and far between.” 
They came about as often as the locusts, but were 
not quite so destructive as that insect when sent 
upon the Egyptians as a divine curse. 

Here, Mr. D. said, as he was about to trace up 
and present the genealogy of the whig victories, it 
was necessary for him to explain what he meant by 
the term, as applied to the party opposed to the 
administration. He wished it distinctly understood, 
that when he used the term whig it was not because 
there was any applicability in the term, to the prin- 
ciples of the opposition; it was merely to accom- 
modate them. The opposition were in the habit of 
taking to themselves a new name as often, at least, 
as the return of each presidential election. They 


pose, or until it is degraded. 


focos of the United States. 





eosoeny vocabulary. 
effect. They ask to 
be known by it so long as it wil! answer that pur- 
The last name by 
which they ask to be known, is “‘whig:” not that 
they possess any of the political principles of the 
patriots of °76, who 4re known by that name, and 
which was at that time, and really is now, synony- 
mous with “democrat.” 

The term whig in the United States at this time 
is significant of federalist in °96,a term that the 
self-named whigs of this day were then proud of, 
but their principles are still the same. Of this 
truth we have some practical demonstrations. We 
are all aware of a sanguinary war now raging on 
our borders in the Canadas. The patriots of Cana- 
da have snuffed the breezes from our continent and 
caught the spirit of liberty which we enjoy. They 
have in the language of our gallant ancestors, pledg- 
ed their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor 
in the cause of freedom, and are now battling for 
independence. 

The citizens of the United States have taken 
sides, (in feeling and spirit.) You find the demo- 
cracy on the side of the patriots, who are there 
called whigs: and the modern whigs you find on 
the side of the tools of aristocracy and the minions 
of royalty, there called tories. I hold in my hand 
one of the most respectable bank organs and fede- 
ral sheet perhaps in the United States, bearing no 
less title at its head than National Intelligencer, 
which contains a long article (and favorably re- 
ceived too) denouncing the patriots of Canada as 
radicals, disturbers of the peace, agrarians, etc. and 
in character with the Fanny Wrights and -the loco 
Then, sir, we find that 
the whigs of this country are the tories of Canada, 
and the whigs of Canada are the democracy of 
this country. This is as it has always been, and 
as it will continue to be. I hope now that I am 
understood that, when I speak of the modern whigs 
as a party, [| mean the same party governed by the 
same principles that characterized the federal party 
in *96, and who were known by that name. 

But to return to whig victories and whig glory. 
I would advise the whigs to use their glory sparing- 
ly. I fear they are too prodigal of it. They ought 
to so use it that it may last until next fall; for then 
the people will make them sing glory to the tune of 
‘“‘Burns’s Adieu.”” I think the experience and 
history of our country furnishes us with but three 
whig victories. Que of these was in the year 1796, 
a triumph over the principles of democracy that 
will be long remembered, and can only be lost 
with the history of our country; a triumph that let 
loose the foul waters of federalism to the inunda- 
tion of the best prospects of productive liberty. 
This whig victory gave birth to the alien and sedi- 
tion laws, that constitute, to this day, and ever will, 
a foul and black spot upon the American statute 
book; which, though they tarnish the proud cha- 
racter of our free institutions, serve as an impe- 
rishable dixit that, great and good as is our political 
fabric, and great as were the sacrifices of life, blood, 
and property by which it was purchased, it is but a 
human institution; and to preserve it requires no- 
thing short of the vigilance and patrietism that 
wrested it from the hand of tyranny. 

I think the next whig victory is to be found in 
the chronicles of 1824. This was a most glorious 
victory, inasmuch as it was a victory over popular 
suffrage. It was worth all the other victories put 
together. 
wealth over the demorcacy of numbers. True, it 
was obtained in direct violation of the spirit and 
meaning of our constitution, in the abuse of our 
free institutions, and in the face and name, and 
nature of our government; but this did not make 
the victory the less glorious with those who can 
stretch the constitution to the extent of their own 
wishes. The glory of this victory lasted four years, 
and was not unlike a Bacchanalian feast for that 
length of time; but the people, true to their com- 


mon country when it is in danger, rallied in their 


majesty to the polls, and swept from the chess-board 
the political workers of iniquity of that day, and 
with them their glory. 

We now come to the victories of 1837, to which 
the gentleman has been so long and so loud sing- 
ing glory, assisted by those of his friends who could 
join in the chorus, and those who could not, done 
their part by looking effect to the best advantage. 
Sir, if justice to the subject would permit, I would 
not for a moment disturb the member and his 


friends in the enjoyments of their supposed victories, 


but I feel bound to make some expositions in re- 
lation to the recent elections. The member, in his 


ecstacies, makes some assertions that the true re- 
sults of the recent elections will not bear him out in. 
He tells us in his shouts of joy that the people 
have risen in their strength from Maine to Mis- 


It was a victory of the aristocracy of 


ae 
sissippi, and denounced the president and his loco 


foco sub-treasury scheme. I suppose he has re. 
ference to the result of the elections in Maine 
New York, and Mississippi. As all this display of 
victory and glory is for home consumption anq 
party effect, it is a duty I owe to the cause, and the 
party I support, to give some statistics that wij 
present these elections in a different light. Maine 
has not polled her strength since 1834; there has 
been no excitement in that state since, sufficient to 
draw her voters out; at that time her democratic 
vote was 38,000, and her whig vote 34,000, the 
aggregate 72,000. In 1837, the two candidates fo; 
governor had about 34,000 each, it is not known 
which is elected. The senate of Maine is decided. 
ly democratic. It is evident that the democratic 
strength was not at the polls by between four and 
five thousand, while the entire whig strength was. 
their vote being the same that it was in 1834, 
The absence of the democratic vote can be ac. 
counted for from the fact that the democracy of 
Maine, as well as of every other state in the Union, 
are the laboring classes of society, and never all 
turn out to elections, unless there is an exciting 
question. 

How is it with New York? By the returns of 
1834, (a year of excitement, and the only one since 
that time,) compared with the returns of 1837, 
there is an aggregate deficiency of near 54,000 
votes; there is democratic deficiency of 41,000, 
and a whig deficit of 13,000. How, then, let me 
ask, can New York be said to have denounced the 
prosateet and his loco foco sub-treasury scheme? 

oes the result of the elections in New York either 
show a change of political principal in that state, 
or does it denounce the president in the unmea- 
sured terins represented by the member? But how 
stands Mississippi?—gallant democratic Mississippi 
must be lugged into the jubilee; she must be drag- 
ged forward to swell the federal triumph, for which 
this day seems to be set apart. It would seein that 
policy would have dictated a different course with 
regard to Mississippi, lest the whole object of all the 
Bacchanalian feasts would be disclosed to the people 
in whose eyes it is intended to throw dust. 

It is well known that Mississippi has just elected 
a democratic governor by a large majority, nearly 
all her cabinet officers and a large majority of both 
branches of the legislature are democratic. The 
whigs have indeed returned two members to con- 
gress, but the election was entirely a one-sided 
business. The present worthy and talented mem- 
bers (Messrs. Claiborne and Cholson) were elect- 
ed in July. When they presented themselves to be 
qualified as members, the opposition number on 
this floor objected on the ground that the election 
had been ordered for the extra session only, and 
was, therefore, null and void. 

The objection was overruled, but the whole case 
was referred to the committee on elections. The 
committee reported in favor of the sitting mem- 
bers; and after a protracted, careful and deliberate 
examination of the whole case and the circumstan- 
ces connected with it, of both a legal and constitu- 
tional character, this house sustained the report, 
and adopted these gentlemen members for the en- 
tire twenty-fifth congress. These gentlemen were 
not candidates at the fall elections. The democra- 
cy of Mississippi held no election for congressmen, 
except where they were unapprised of the decision 
ofthis house. Butthe modern whigs of Mississipp!, 
in character with their party elsewhere, regardless 
of law and the solemn decision of this body, assum- 
ing that congress had not the constitutional right to 
decide upon the competency of its own members, 
(a right which is as palpable and as express as any 
other power on the face of that instrument, and u0- 
til now has never been denied, ) went on to vote for 
candidates, and having no opposition, of course 
elected them. If this be a whig victory, the mem- 
ber and his party are welcome to it, with all the 
other victories over which they are now glorifying. 
But when the free people of this union look at the 
result, they will say that the democracy of Missis- 
sippi have gloriously trinmphed, and that their con- 
eressional election was the mere spasm of an exp!t- 
ing faction. The last struggle of a party which, 
whether known as federalists, national republicans, 
bank men, anti-masons, or mordern whigs, have al- 
ways been known by their unyielding and uncom 
promising hostility to the democractic principle’ 
as well as their law and constitutional defying sp!" 
So much for Mississippi and her recent elections. 
Now, sir, I will ask, in the spirit of candor, where 
is the cause for all this whig rejoicing? W here 
does the member find reason to justify the broad as- 
sertion, that the people from Maine to Mississ!pP! 
have denounced the president or any of his mea 
sures? Is there any thing in the result of these ee: 
tions that would justify the president In deserting 





the principles he has always practised, the party to 
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which he belong? and the measures ypon which he 


was elected? he people will answer this. 

The member has ainused us with some fine say- 
ings and sweet stories in favor, in approbation, and 
in confidence of the dear people, and in confirma- 
tion of their capacity for self-government. When 
did the member acquire this late confidence in the 
wisdom of the people, so at war with every princi- 

le of the party to which he belongs? Will the 
member be so good as to favor us with his expe- 
rience that has brought about this wonderful con- 
yersion, by which he is brought to worship at the 
shrine of the people’s wisdom? Was it by the glo- 
rious triumph of popular suffrage, and the constitu- 
tion over corruption, coalition and bribery in 1828, 
when the people, in their patriotism, their strength 
and their majesty, crushed at one blow the mid- 
night workers of the political iniquity by which 
they were defrauded of the chief magistrate of their 
choice, by the election of Andrew Jackson, and by 
which the violated constitution was restored, and 
the right of suffrage secured? Was it then that the 
member formed his attachments for the dear peo- 
ple, and his confidence in their wisdom and integri- 
ty? Or was itin 1832, when the same people elect- 
ed the same distinguished individual to the same 
distinguished office, which is the highest in their 
gift, and the highest that man can hold, and that, 
too, in gratitude for prostrating a faithless institu- 
tion, that the member is now sustaining, to the ut- 
most of his ability, in defiance of the thrice expres- 
sed will of the page pews to whose wisdom he is 
singing hosannas? Or was it in 1834, the memo- 
rable panic era? This was a time that tried men’s 
souls; corruption and bribery walked naked, shame- 
less, and fearless, in the highways. The wealth of 
the aristocracy was spread over the land, tothe cor- 
ruption and bribery of every man, and every insti- 
tution. ‘The newspaper presses were bought in the 
public market, and in open day, and bribed at mid- 
night in secret corners. The doubting were made 


to tremble, and the firm to fear; but still the demo- 


cracy stood fast; they rallied to the standard of the | 


man that never deserted them in their country’s 
greatest perils. ‘The country was saved, and the 
constitution was saved. Was it then, I ask, that 
the member in confidence, and in gratitude, threw 
himself into the arms of the people, and embraced 
their faith? 

The president, in conformity with the duties he 
owed to his country, and the solemn oath he had 
taken to execute the laws and to administer the 
government according to the best of his skill and 


_ ability, regarded it as an imperious duty to remove 


the deposites of the public money from a faithless, 
worthless, dangerous, and unconstitutional institu- 
tion, that had been vetoed by the people, and by the 
exercise of this duty had drawn upon his devoted 
head the concentrated wrath and indignation of the 
United States bank and the aristocracy of the 
country; but the old soldier, who knew no fear or 
any interest except that of his common country, 
met the storm and triumphed, for he was on the 
side of justice and the people. I ask, was it then 
that the member enrolled himself on the side of the 
people? or was it the little, petty, short-lived whig 
victories of 1837, that have removed the scales from 
his eyes, and brought him to a sense of the power, 
the wisdom, and the justice of the people? 

The member seeins apt at calling names, and 
With others of his party colleagues here, at prefer- 
lig charges against the democracy of executive in- 
fluence, vassalage and corruption. These charges 
seem to be as common as the ordinary day busi- 
hess of this house. I think, sir, charges of this 
kind come from the opposition in bad taste and 
Worse time. A party who, (with many honorable 
exceptions, I am happy to say,) live, move, and 
have their political being, and daily support, by 
and from the banks. No southern slave whose 
bondage is absolute and unconditional, is more 
under the dominion of his master than hundreds and 
thousands of that party, (who, by their representa- 
tives, are daily making these charges against the 
democracy and their representatives,) are under 
the control and dominion of the banks. Look, sir, 
at their newspaper presses; how far have they fal- 
en from the holy purposes for which they were 
Yriginally invented and established! In place of 

cing the mediums through which virtue, science, 
and general intelligence are to flow to the public 
mind, they have become the receptacles of al! that 
18 abominable in slander and vile in detraction. 

heir columns have become the filthy sewers and 
polluted sluices, through which there is no slander 
re base, or falsehood too malignant and poisonous, 
° Pass to the destruction of morals and the peace 
of society, 
‘ — Virtuous and the patriotic find no advocates 
. ORs The warrior and the statesman, whose 
‘ves have been worn down in the service of their 





country’s highest interests, are alike the subjects 


{of their abuse and detraction. And look, sir, at 


their swarms of letter-writers, who annoy you at 
every step and every corner, who, like lank, loung- 
ing, hungry dogs, that lean upon the gate posts, and 
yelp and howl around this capitol, and feed upon 
the crumbs that fall from the table of those who 
are themselves the subjects of bank corruption and 
federal bribery. I say such charges come in bad 
time, and in bad taste from such a party. The de- 
mocracy are emphatically the freemen of this 
country.. They depend not on banks nor on the 
smiles of the aristocracy for their maintenance. 
They depend upon their sweat, their toil, the fields 
that they have cleared with their own hands, and 
the — of heaven, for all they have and all they 
wish. 

But the member calls names. He has denounc- 
ed the whole democratic party, with a bitterness 
and vindictiveness I hope unworthy of his heart, as 
loco focos. [am unacquainted with the meaning 
of the term loco foco; it is of a tongue unknown to 
me. If the term is political inits signification, and 
is expressive of a love of liberty, a regard for the 
support and literal construction of the constitution, 
a disposition to support our free institutions, and an 
unyielding hostility to a national bank, to odious 
political distinctions, unconstitutional monopolies, 
and exclusive and dangerous privileges for the ben- 
efit of the few to the exclusion of the many, then I 
am a loco foco,and Iam proud of the name: I 
hope I shall never abuse or disgrace it. But I am 
now going to tell-you, sir, another thing I dare do. 
I dare pronounce any man on this floor or elsewhere, 
a base LIAR and areckless SCOUNDREL, who 
dare denounce me a loco foco, and attach thereto 
any other political meaning than that which I have 
just described 

The member pronounces the president a vile de- 
magogue. I have heard this member before de- 
nounce the president and all his cabinet, as knaves 
and fools. But why is the president denounced as 
a vile demagogue? I suppose it is because he holds 
the true democratic doctrine in his message, that 
“the voice of the people is the supreme law of the 
land;” and because he pledges himself to give to 
the measures adopted by congress his hearty co-op- 
eration, to the fullest extent which his views of the 
constitution and his sense of duty will permit. 

Mr. Chairman, I think there can be no better 
evidence that a man isa vile demagogue himself, 
than to hear him perpetually denouncing other 
statesmen and politicians without discrimination, 
vile demagogues, knaves and fools, who are opposed 
to him in polities. 

The world has never been clear of demagogues 
since the first formation of government. Egypt, 
in her first Government, had her demagogues. 
Cyrus came near being destroyed by a demagogue. 
Darius fraudulently ascended the throne of Persia 
by the intrigues of a demagogue. Carthage had 
her demagogues, as the unhappy fate and misfor- 
tunes of the brave Hannibal, who subdued the 
Alps, conquered on the plains of Italy, and carried 
the Carthagenian arms to the gates of Rome, and 
the downfall of her government, and destruction 
of her city, will bear testimony. Greece had her 
demagogues, as the persecution and death of her 
good, wise, and just Socrates will bear evidence. 
Rome had her demagogues; and the United States 
have their demagogues. 

If there is any one abominable thing on the face 
of the earth more abominable than another, it isa 
vile demagogue. Kingdoms have been prostrated; 
empires have been dissolved, and republics have 
been subverted by demagogues. ‘The greatest, the 
wisest, and the most virtuous men that ever adorn- 
ed the human family bave been brought to poverty, 
persecution, and death, by vile demagogues. There 
is no man who now moulders with the dead, who 
was more slandered and traduced than has been the 
statesman, the patriot, and the philosopher of Mon- 
ticello, by the vile demagogues of the same party to 
which the member belongs. There is no man who 
mingles with the living, who has been more tra- 
duced and vilified by vile demagogues, of the same 
party, than has been the winter-bleached patriot of 
the Hermitage, who only lives to link the living 
with the dead, and to tel] the stories of the revolu- 
tion, and the sufferings, hardships, and privations 
of our fathers, with a warm heart, and with living 
lips. Can Mr. Van Buren, then, expect to escape 
the slander and detraction of vile demagogues?— 
When he does, he must know he has lost favor with 
his God and his country. Reward awaits virtue 
and merit. This is a divine promise. 

The names of those statesmen and patriots, when 
all now living will be mingling with the dust, will 
oceupy a part of the brightest page of American 
history, and will still live in the grateful remem- 
brances of their countrymen, while the names of 








the vile demagogues who have traduced them, and 
are now slandering them, will be consigned to the 
rubbish of a corner, or only be seen in the polluted 
columns of a bought or bribed and a corrupted 
newspaper. 





REPORT OF Powe oe GENE- 
AL. 
Post office department, December 4, 1837. 

Str: On the Ist of July last the post routes of 
the United States in operation were, as nearly as 
can be ascertained, 141,242 miles in extent, and 
the annual transportation of the mails upon them 
32,597,006 miles, viz: 


On horses and in sulkeys 11,999,282 
In stages and in coaches 18,804,700 
In steamboats and rail road cars 1,173,024 


The increase of routes in operation during the 
preceding year, was 22,978 miles, and of the annual 
transportation 5,018,620. 

From the Ist of Jannary next, the post routes 
covered by contracts will be at least 142,877 miles 
in length, and the rate of annual transportation 
upon them 36,228,962 miles. 

The number of post offices in the United States 
on the Ist of July last was 11,767, showing an in- 
crease of 676 within the preceding year. 

The number of post offices established within the 
year was 956, the number discontinued 280, and 
the changes of postmasters 2,235. 

The number of post offices on the Ist instant was 
12,099. 

The postmasters generally perform their duties 
with admirable fidelity and precision. 

The number of contractors in the mail service 
during the last year was 1,682. Of these, 430 have 
been fined more or less for various delinquencies, 
and the aggregate of fines imposed, and deductions 
made, during the year, is $41,705 95. 

Most of the contractors have always been ener- 
getic and faithful, and, among the rest, there has 
been, within the last year, a very sensible improve- 
ment. 

The revenue of the department for the past year, 
including an estimate for deficient returns, was 

$4,137,056 59 
The expenditure, including an esti- 
mate of demands not adjusted, was 3,380,847 75 





Excess of revenue over expenditure 756,208 84 





The increase of the whole year was 204 per cent. 
over the revenue of the preceding year, producing 
$228,834 50 more than was estimated. 

Detailed statements with estimates for the com- 
ing year will be laid before congress in obedience 
to the act of 1836. 

On the first instant the department had bank 
funds $430,655 57 
Specie in post offices reported subject 


to draft 410,662 81 





Total funds on hand $841,318 38 





In consequence of the failure of congress to re- 
duce the postages at the last annual session, ar- 
rangements have been made to improve the mail 
service beyond the extent of the accruing revenue 
so as to absorb the surplus. The career of im- 
provement has been arrested by apprehensions of a 
reduction of revenue, growing out of the general 
commercial embarrassment, but no reduction of the 
service contracted for is at present contemplated. 

The following improvements have been made in 
the time of transmitting intelligence within the two 
last years, viz: 

From New York. 


1835, 1837. 

To Washington, D.C. 1 day 8 hours. 1 day 0 hours. 
Richmond, Va. 2 134 1 134 
Raleigh, N.C. 3 224 2 7 
Columbia, 8. C. 6 3 3 5 
Charleston, S. C. 6 19 3 16% 
Milledgeville, Ga. 7 15 3 Qik 
Montgomery, Ala. 19 3 4 19 
Mobile, Ala. 12 12 5 17 
New Orleans, La. 13 19 6 19 
Wheeling, Va. 3 il Q 8 
Columbus, O. 4 16 Q 22 
Indianapolis, Ta. 7 14 3 194 
Vandalia, IN. Il 15 4 154 
St. Lous, Mo. 13 10 4 234 
Cincinnati, O. 5 17 3 14 
Louisville, Ky. 7 18 A 8 
Nashville, Tenn, 9 Q0 5 6 
Huntsville, Ala. il 92 5 20} 

From New Orleans, 

To Montgomery, Ala. ‘3days2ihours days Ory, . 
Huntsville. Ala. 8 5 3 2 
Nashville, Tenn, 10 a 3 18 
Louisville, Ky, 13 0 4 17 
Cincinnati, O, 14 11 5 17 
Columbus, O. 16 9 6 7% 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 18 5 7 8 


These are the results of the express mails. The 





ordinary mails have also been expedited, 
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From New York. 
1835. 1837. 


To Wheeling, Va. 3daysiihours 2 days 19 hours. 
Columbus, O. 4 16 3 5 
Cincinnati, O. 5 17 4 6 
Louisville, Ky. 7 8 5 4 
Memphis, Ten. 13 20 7 20 
Natchez, Mis. 16 i9 ll 13 
New Orleans, La. 

by the western 

route 17 18 13 14 
Utica, N. Y. 1 10 0 23 
Buffalo, N. Y. 2 20 2 il 
Burlington, Vt. 2 2 1 19 
Haverhill, N. fH. 2 16 1 22 
Concord, N. H. 1 22 1 14 
Augusta, Me. 3 9 3 


5 
Of course, the whole intermediate, adjacent, and 
more remote regions of the union, are benefitted by 
this increase of expedition. 
The advancement of the department in other re- 
spects is equally satisfactory. 


In 1835. In 1837. 
Post offices 10,770 12,099 
Miles of mail routes under 
contract 112,774 142,877 
Miles of annual mail trans- | 
portation 25,869,486 86,228,962 
Revenue $2,993,576 $4,137,056 


In 1835, the department was laboring under an 
extraordinary debt of $600,000; in 1837, it has a 
surplus of $800,000. 

Efforts have been made to organize a great mail 
line from New York, through Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, Wheeling, Columbus, and Cincinnati, by 
land, and down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, by 
Louisville, Memphis, Helena, Vicksburg, Natchez, 
&c. to New Orleans. Between Cincinnati and Lou- 
isville a steamboat mail now runs daily; from Lou- 
isville to New Orleans it now runs thrice a week 
undera recent contract, and will run daily after the 
first year; from Baltimore to Cincinnati the mail 
has been greatly expedited; and nothing is wanting 
to complete the plan but a contract with the rail- 
road companies between Philadelphia and Balti- 
more, of which there is a fair prospect. It is anti- 
cipated, that when this line shall = in full opera- 
tion, it will be expedient to discontinue the express 
mails between Philadelphia and Cincinnati, at least 
as little can be gained by them; and the great mail 
will go from New York to New Orleans by this 
route in about eleven days. 

It is hoped the bill relative to the transportation 
of the mail upon railroads, which passed the senate 
at the last annual session, may become a law. It 
is liberal to the railroad companies, and would pro- 
bably remove all obstacles to making contracts 
with them. 

For some time to come the mail transportation 
will be nearly stationary. The post offices will 
greatly increase. The revenue will rapidly advance 
as soon as the general embarrassments are at an 
end. That of the last quarter was at least nine 
per cent. over the corresponding quarter of last 
year; but the same relative proportions are not to be 
expected inthe coming quarters. 

The number of dead letters returned to the de- 
partment for the last two quarters has been ascer- 
tained as accurately as practicable. For the quar- 
ter ending 30th June last they were over 222,000, 
and for the quarter ending 30th September last over 
225,000. The average may be put down at 900,- 
000 annually. At 124 cents each, their estimated 
average postage, the loss to the department on 
these letters is $112,500 a year. 

Estimating the letters delivered out at the same 
average rate, it will appear that the whole number 
of letters delivered from the post offices of the United 
States during the last year was 29,360,992. For 
free letters and dead letters may be added at least 
3,000,000 more. The number of newspapers, 
pamphlets, &c. paying postage, conveyed by mail 
annually, is estimated at about 25,000,000. The 
dead and free newspapers may be about 4,000,000. 


The convenience of the public business, and the 
security of the books and papers, require that a fire- 
proof building be provided for this department. 

It is necessary that the clerks provided for in the 
appropriations of the last annual session be made 
permanent. 

The great increase of the number of post offices 
and in the magnitude of accounts from the old offi- 
ces, together with the multiplication of contractors, 
renders it absolutely necessary to augment the force 
of the auditor’s office. 

I take great pleasure in saying, that more faithful, 
devoted and efficient public officers than my three 
assistants cannot be found, and that the clerks gen- 
erally partake of their spirit. 

Some idea may be formed of the amount of busi- 
ness done in this department from the fact, that 
the communications of all sorts received in the dif- 
ferent offices, excluding the auditor’s office, amount 


days, equal to 269,180 a year; the communications 
sent, to about 470 daily, equal to 147,110 a year; 
and the cases actually decided by the postmas- 
ter — to 48 daily, equalto 15,024 a year. 
The magnitude of the work done by the auditor 
and his clerks may be estimated from the fact, that 
they examine and adjust the four quarterly accounts 
of each postmaster, making near 48,000 accounts a 
year, and the accounts of each contractor quarterly 
or oftener, making about 7,000 a year; keeping the 
mass of books required in this service; closing each 
year the accounts of about 2,000 ex-postmasters; 
and carrying on the heavy correspondence growing 
out of these extensive duties. 
Herewith is an interesting statement of the first 
assistant, relative to mail transportation. I have the 

honor to be, your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL. 

To the president of the United State. 





Post Office Department, October 13, 1837. 
Srr: In compliance with a resolution of the house 
of representatives, adopted on the Ist instant, and 
received by me on the 5th, 1 have the honor to sub- 
mit the following report: 
Ist. The resolution asks for “the balances now 
on hand, so far as ascertained, to the credit of the 
department.” 
The department has in bank, exclusive of outstand- 
ing warrants $444,629 41 
In the hands of postmasters, reported 334,580 39 








779,209 80 





2d. ‘An estimate of the receipts and disburse- 
ments during the residue of the current year.” 

The nett receipts of post offices for the quarter end- 
ing 31st December next, are esti- 
mated at 

The expenditures for the same quar- 
ter are estimated at 170,000 00 
3d. “The aggregate amount received and disbursed 

by the department since the Ist day of May last, dis- 

ae the amount in specie from that in other 
unds.”’ 

The amount deposited in bank since 
the Ist day of May last, is 

The amount reported as received by 
draft offices, 

The amount received by contractors 
from collection offices during the 
quarter ending 30th September 
last, was 

The amount received in the same 
manner during the months of May 
and June, being a fraction of a 
quarter, cannot be ascertained 
without taking more time than the 
present session of congress will 
allow, but it is estimated at 


$760,000 00 


$124,370 62 
544,812 87 


237,970 35 


50,000 00 





Total receipts, 
The disbursements have been: 
By warrants on banks 


$957,153 87 
$452,524 35 


By drafts on postmasters 178,832 89 
By collections from postmasters with- 
out drafts, in part estimated 387,970 38 





Total disbursements $1,019,327 62 





It is not possible to distinguish the amount re- 
ceived and disbursed in specie from that in other 
funds. Of the deposites in bank, it is presumed 
that the greater part wa3in bank notes, having been 
made before the suspension of specie payments. 
The department has no report of the funds in which 
warrants on banks have been paid. It is under- 
stood that five banks have continued to pay its 
warrants in specie since the suspension, and have 
so paid $28,279 62. There has also been paid by 
the Bank of the Metropolis the sum of $35,426 71 
in specie, which was specially deposited. 

It is probable that most of the balance, as well 
since as before the suspension, has been paid in 
bank notes. If so, they have been received by the 
creditors of the department of their own choice; for 
all warrants on banks returned with proof of refusal 
to pay in the legal currency of the United States, 
have been promptly paid in gold and silver. No 
drafts on postmasters, drawn for the purpose of 
paying balances due contractors, have been return- 
ed for refusal to pay in gold and silver, and it is not 
doubted that nearly the whole amount has been 
paid in that currency. In that currency, also, the 
collections by contractors have generally been 
made. That there are many exceptions in the ten 
thousand post offices from which the contractors 
collect, is very probable; but only nine postmasters 
have been reported to the department for refusing 





toa daily average of about 860 for the working 


——<—<——. 
cases are reported, involving about $1,609. ; 
which bank notes had been received by distric{ te 
torneys and others for old debts due the depait, 
ment. In some of these cases, the notes or certifi. 
cates of deposite have been returned, in others a 
tained, because there was a bad prospect of Setting 
any thing else. 8 

4. “The regulations touching the funds to be ro 
ceived and disbursed, if any, other than those alre,, 
dy communicated.” ; 

No regulations not already communicated hay, 
been issued. 

5. “The instances in which those regulations 
have been disobeyed or dispensed with.”’ 

In no instance have the regulations relatiye to 
receipts and disbursements in the legal currency of 
the United States been “dispensed with.” 


There is no law or regulation expressly requiring 
postmasters to collect postages in specie or jts 
equivalent. Gold and silver constitute by law the 
currency of the United States, and the standing te. 
gulations inform postmasters that they will be re. 
sponsible for that currency or its equivalent, anq 
that no credit will be given them for depreciation 
of bank notes or for counterfeits. Before the late 
ri Re of specie payments, the postmasters 
took bank notes on their own risk, being required 
to account for the legal currency. The ten thoy. 
sand collection offices remain on the same footing 
still, and the only change made by the circular of 
May 13, 1837, to the draft offices, was to prevent 
further deposites in banks. To ensure greater cer. 
tainty in meeting the drafts of the department, 
they were required to retain the amount due ip 
specie. The former regulations in reference to 
collections were not changed. The cases where 
postmasters have been reported for refusal to pay 
specie on demand, are rather violations of law than 
of the regulations of the department, and are so 
treated. 


6. ‘‘Separate statements of the aggregate amounts 
left in the hands of collecting officers, paid into the 
treasury, and deposited in bank, the mint and its 
branches, or other depositories, since the date first 
mentioned.” 


The amount left in the hands of postmasters since 
the first of May, most of which would have been 
deposited in banks under the former system, is 
$544,812 87. 
The amount deposited in bank, as exhibited 
above, is $124,370 62. 
No deposites have been made by this depart- 
ment in the mint or its branches, or in other deposi- 
tories, nor has any thing been paid into the trea- 
sury. 
In further explanation of the operations of this 
department since the suspension of specie pay- 
ments by the banks, it is proper to add, that the 
notes of those institutions, though to some extent 
tolerated by law in the transactions of the govern- 
ment as long as redeemable and redeemed in gold 
and silver, are expressly prohibited to its use when 
no longer so redeemed; that it was in obedience to 
the law that this department, on the suspension of 
the hanks, took prompt measures to prevent their 
receipt and avoid their disbursement in its own 
operations; that the suspension of payment by the 
banks occurred in the month of May, one of those 
months in which the quarterly balances due to con- 
tractors are chiefly paid off; that the entire available 
means of the department for that purpose were de- 
posited in the banks; that the department had no 
alternative but to continue its warrants on the 
banks, or stop payment altogether; that inasmuch 
as the banks had given no notice of an intention to 
refuse gold and siiver or their equivalent in pay!ng 
out the deposites of the department, it was consid- 
ered no violation of law to draw on them as if noth- 
ing had occurred; for that reason, as well as to avoid 
an absolute stoppage of payment, and gain time to 
accumulate a specie fund, the issue of warrants on 
banks was continued, but instant steps were taken 
to provide a specie fund for the payment of such as 
might be returned with proof of the refusal of the 
banks to pay them in gold and silver; by the time 
they began to return, the department had an ample 
fund for their payment, and in every instance om! 
have been paid in the legal currency of the Unite 
States. By these means, without sanctioning OF 
countenancing the receipt or disbursement of de- 
preciated bank notes, this department has ~ 
enabled thus far to outride the storm, with its credi 
unimpaired, and is confident in its capacity to carry 
on its operations, according to existing laws, Te- 
ceiving and disbursing gold and silver only. 
Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

AMOS KENDALL. 


Hon. James K. Pork, 





to pay in gold or silver, and their aggregate quar- 
terty balances do not exceed $1,525. Eight other 





Speaker of the house of representatives. 
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